Prayer walk pilgrimage series 
launched - see page nine 
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Help rebuild Haiti before hurricanes 

By Jo Duckies 
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THE race is on to help Haitians 
rebuild their homes before the 
hurricane season. 

A disaster response team from 
Habitat Humanity, an 
international Christian housing 
charity based in Banbury, were 
immediately deployed to Haiti. 

As the Door went to press the 
death toll had been estimated at 
200,000 and was rising. An 
estimated three million people 
had been injured or made 
homeless in the aftermath of the 
earthquake in mid January. 

Now Habitat is appealing to 
churches in the Diocese of 
Oxford to help fund its work, 
providing temporary and 
permanent housing to people 
affected by the disaster. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 > 
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By Jo Duckies 

THE worst weather conditions 
in the UK for 20 years brought 
out community spirit as 
churches across Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire 
rose to the challenge of 
carrying on through the snow. 

Bishop John posted a message 
on the diocesan website, calling 
on clergy, church wardens and 
lay people to make sensible 
decisions about whether to hold 
services. 



The extreme weather 
conditions meant services were 
held in the homes of church 
leaders in the Shelswell 
benefice. The Revd Chris 
Hargraves, Rector, said: 
‘Fringford had run out of oil 
and Finmere doesn’t have 
brilliant heating and the path 
leading up to the church was 
treacherous, so we held two 
services in people’s homes. 

‘I started with a passage from 
Acts 2, where the early 
Christians met in one another’s 



homes and broke bread and I 
hoped people didn’t feel 
uncomfortable. We used music 
on a CD instead of singing 
hymns, and didn’t wear robes, 
but I put on a stole from 
Guatemala. It was a way of 
thinking about how people 
worship across the world. It was 
just great and it gave us an 
opportunity to talk about how 
we worship and how we are 
church but not in the building. 

‘It gave us the chance to talk 
about doing things a little 



differently. One person 
commented on it being like 
confirmation class, which I 
thought was interesting. There’s 
been plenty of community spirit, 
with farmers pulling people out 
of ditches. People have got on 
with things and we have to look 
at it all in the light of what is 
going on in Haiti.’ 

The Revd Tess Kuin Lawton, 
chaplain of Magdalen College 
School, Oxford, posted a daily 
reflection on-line for pupils 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 
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Prayer (^reflection 

Light, the universe and everything 



The Rt Revd Alan Wilson 

uses an intriguing modern 
sculpture to challenge us to 
reflect on how we see 
ourselves, nature and the 
world. 



R eligion, like politics, 

cookery, or sex, is an area of 
human experience to which 
people bring their whole 
selves. They make deeply 
personal choices about it. Like it , dislike 
it, reject it, rubbish it, even, but there it 
is - militant atheism is to religion what 
baldness is to hairdressing, perhaps, but 
we’ve all got heads. 

The fact is, like politics, cookery and 
sex, there’s good religion and bad 
religion. Bad religion is a human smoke 
screen. We throw it up from the material 
of our own partial selves to cover our 
traces, conceal our true selves, hide from 
the Lord God in the garden, even in the 
cool of the day. 



‘...slow down , open up and 
see everything differently. ’ 



Good religion holds up a mirror from 
outside to our otherwise self-contained 
reality. God is light, and those who treat 
God’s Word as a mirror contemplate in 
his light what they see. Thus they slow 
down, open up, and see everything 
differently, for its possibilities as well as 
its apparent finished reality. 

One pilgrimage I make religiously, as 
and when I can, is to Millennium Park 




Spot the Bishop: Cloud gate is photographed by Bishop Alan. 



in Chicago and Anish Kapoor’s Cloud 
Gate (2004). Known affectionately by 
Chicagoans as The Bean I think this is the 
finest public sculpture in the world. It 
draws together sky, scenery and people 
onto a glorious convex screen. It’s the 
least preachy of sculptures. 

There’s no hidden agenda or partial 
skewing of truth behind it. What does it 
mean? You bring yourself, and you 
decide. How do they keep it clean? I 
have no idea. The Bean sits in solitary 
splendour underneath the South 
Michigan Avenue skyline, a gaggle of the 



tallest and most advanced buildings in 
the world. They were erected serially 
from 1871, when a huge fire engulfed 
the city and it had to start again. Into 
that modern context it places us the 
viewers, inflated, conflated, deflated, 
stretched and flattened into a dizzying 
array of dynamic, shifting sizes and 
shapes. 

Best of all, we can crawl into the midst 
and see ourselves turned inside out, 
extruded up and down. Children of all 
ages touch their reflections with real 
delight and anticipation. 



Everyone photographs it — I visited it 
six times and never come away with 
fewer than 30 fresh pictures. And as we 
photograph the bean we have to go to 
great lengths not to be reflected in our 
own images of it somewhere. Let those 
who have eyes to see, look. 

Finally, as cherries on the cake, the 
birds of the air, real birds of their 
correct sizes and colours sit on it as sun 
shines, or not, clouds break and as lights 
of evening stab points of brilliance. Fog 
turns it into a huge mushroom. Free use 
of reflecting and distorting mirrors has 
long been a significant part of Anish 
Kapoor’s work. He kids us about the 
relationship between art and context. 

Sky Mirrors appear at places as different 
as the Brighton Pavilion (2009) and the 
Rockefeller Center in New York (2006). 
Her Blood, from 1998, pits three concave 
mirrors across an exhibition space, one a 
rich blood red which you cannot avoid 
in any of the others. 

‘...the possibilities are almost 
infinite, if not eternal. 5 



In 1995 he produced The World Turned 
Inside Out — a kind of mini-bean, but a 
simple oval, not a doughnut. Cloud Gate, 
however, has it all. In the form of a 
cloud, it invites us to look at everything 
differently; nature, weather, the city, and 
people (separately and in clumps) . 

Bring to it humility, imagination and the 
possibilities are almost infinite, if not 
eternal. 

The Rt Revd Alan Wilson is Bishop of 
Buckingham . For more of his reflections 
see www.bishopalan.blogspot.com. 



February prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



The following is for guidance only; please 
feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if 
you wish, produce your own deanery 
prayer diaries. 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

Mon 1: Burnham: clergy Bill Jackson. 

All at Burnham St Peter’s (VC) School. 

Tue 2: Cippenham (LEP): clergy Susan 
Smith, Bob Saunders. 

Wed 3: Eton, Eton Wick & Boveney, 
Dorney: clergy Lucy Holt; LLM Alison 
Hassall. All at Eton Porny (VC) and Eton 
Wick (VC) Schools. 

Thu 4: Hitcham: clergy Tom Hewson, 
Rosie Hewson. 

Fri 5: Taplow & Dropmore: clergy Alan 
Dibden. All at Taplow St Nicolas (VA) 
School. 

Sat 6: Colnbrook & Datchet: clergy 
Peter Wyard, Martin Davis. All at 
Colnbrook (VC) , Datchet Churchmead 
(VA) & Datchet St Mary’s (VA) Schools. 

Mon 8: Horton and Wraysbury: clergy 
Simon Douglas Lane, Andrew Parry, 
evangelist Mike Miller, LLM Beryl Walters. 

Tue 9: Langley Marish: clergy Robin 



Grayson, Bruce Russell, Colin Hartley. 

Wed 10: Upton-cum-Chalvey: clergy 
Andrew Allen, Derek West. All at Slough & 
Eton (VC), Slough St Mary’s (VC) Schools. 

Thu 1 1 : Britwell: clergy John Chorlton, 
Charlie Styles. 

Fri 12: Farnham Royal with 
Hedgerley: clergy Graham Saunders, 
Stanley Bedwell, Gordon Briggs, Helen 
Chamberlain. All at Farnham Royal (VA) 
School. 

Sat 1 3: Manor Park St John the 
Baptist and Whitby Road St Michael: 

clergy Jan Cotman. 

Mon 15: Slough St Paul: clergy Mike 
Cotterell, Janet Binns; evangelists Gilbert 
David, Uzma David. 

Tue 16: Stoke Poges: clergy Harry 
Latham, Mark Griffiths. 

Wed 17: Iver: clergy Tim Eady, Brian 
Griffiths, Tony Williams, Kate Wilson, 
George Howard; LLM Jim Dashper. 

Thu 18: Iver Heath: clergy Will 
Hazlewood; LLM John Mitchell. 

Fri 19: Wexham: clergy Ros Donovan, 
Jennifer Locke. 

Sat 20: Goring and Streatley with 



South Stoke: clergy Mark Blarney, 
Elizabeth Dowding; LLM Ian Wallace. All at 
Goring (VA) and Streatley (VC) Schools. 

Mon 22: Henley-on-Thames Holy 
Trinity: clergy Duncan Carter; LLM 
Michael Forsdike. All at Henley Trinity (VC) 
School. 

Tue 23: Henley-on-Thames with 
Remenham: clergy Martyn Griffiths. 

Wed 24: Langtree (Checkendon, 
Ipsden, North Stoke, Stoke Row, 
Whitchurch, Woodcote): clergy Kevin 
Davies, Linda Smith, David Addison, 
Angela Butler; missioner Peter Steddon; 
LLM Brian Turner. All at Checkendon (VA), 
Stoke Row (VA) Schools. 

Thu 25: Nettlebed with Bix, Highmore, 
Pishill, Rotherfield Greys, Nuffield: 

clergy Brendan Bailey, Elisabeth Lakey, 
David Stoter. 

Fri 26: Rotherfield Peppard and 
Kidmore End and Sonning Common: 

clergy Graham Foulis Brown, Barry Olsen; 
LLM Morris Clegg. All at Kidmore End (VA) 
and Peppard (VC) Schools. 

Sat 27: Shiplake with Dunsden and 
Harpsden: clergy Stephen Cousins, 
Michael Seymour-Jones. All at Shiplake 
(VA) School. 



Sundays 

Have mercy on me, 0 God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from 
my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. (NRSV Ps. 51:1,2) 

All those affected by the aftermath of the Haiti 
earthquake. See www.oxford.anglican.org/haiti for 
the CofE’s prayers. 

7 FEB: Burnham and Slough deanery: area dean and 
community chaplain Allen Walker, associate Robin Grayson, 
lay chair Jo Saunders, secretary Margaret Linton, treasurer Mr 
Savage, faith and work development officer Linda Hillier, 
chaplains to the deaf Vera Hunt and Roger Williams; LLMs 
Richard Rooley, Michael Wilcockson. The people, wardens, 
PCCs and support staff of the deanery. For the Anglican 
Church of Burundi. 

14 FEB: Parishes and district councillors serving the people 
of the deanery of Burnham and Slough. The staff and 
volunteers of PACT (Parents and Children Together) and 
families in need of help. For the Anglican Church of Canada. 
21 FEB: Henley deanery: area dean Graham Foulis Brown, 
lay chair Sally Horton, secretary Christine Ratcliffe, treasurer 
Brian Turner. The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of 
the deanery. The Diocesan Vocations network and all those 
considering their vocations at this time. The Church of the 
Province of Central Africa and for Chad Gandiya, Bishop of 
Harare, in trying circumstances. 

28 FEB: Parish and district councillors serving the people of 
the deanery of Henley. The work of the Council for Partnership 
in World Mission; diocesan adviser for overseas programmes 
Charlotte Bannister-Parker. For the Anglican Church of Central 
America, Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America. 
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News 



Help rebuild Haiti 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 

‘We have worked in Haiti for 26 
years, so have experienced local 
staff on the ground. Praise God 
that they are all safe, although 
our rented office collapsed,’ said 
Stefan McNally, Habitat’s church 
and education development 
officer. 

‘Our 50 staff in Haiti survived 
but they have all been affected 
personally in one way or another,’ 
said Ian Pearce, who works with 
Stefan in Banbury, and liaises 
with the staff on the ground in 
Haiti wherever possible. ‘We have 
had 15 computers taken over 
there and have secured another 
premises so we can get an office 
back up and running.’ 

Habitat has offices and staff in 
neighbouring countries poised to 
help in reconstruction and repair 
of houses. Stefan said: ‘We must 
move fast. The hurricane season 
is only a matter of months away. 
Whilst aid agencies focus on 
getting food, medicine and water 
to victims, experience shows that 
if safe homes are not 
reconstructed rapidly, survivors of 
such disasters can fall victim to 
disease through having 
inadequate shelter and water.’ 



The last major hurricane to hit 
Haiti in 2008 left 250,000 people 
homeless. The country has 
traditionally been vulnerable to 
hurricanes and flooding, with the 
hurricane season usually starting 
in May. 

Habitat will be organising 
people in Haiti into community 
groups to clean up debris, and 
salvage materials to be used in 
rebuilding or repairs. Shelter kits 
will be provided to as many 
people as possible. They are 
building materials and basic tools 
to help them repair their homes. 

Transitional homes — basic 
building with a concrete floor 
and wall panels that can easily be 
converted into a more permanent 
building — will also be provided 
for families. Stefan said: ‘Women- 
headed households will be the 
priority for these as they are 
particularly vulnerable.’ 

To support Habitat send a 
cheque marked Haiti Appeal to 
46, West Bar, Banbury, Oxon, 
OX16 9RZ or call 01295 264240. 



ONLINE 



For more information visit: 

www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk 




People live in makeshift shelters. Habitat for Humanity 



Big freeze brings out 
community spirit 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 

It is thought it was the first 
time an ondine school assembly 
had taken place. Tess said: ‘Our 
school is one of the few that gets 
its whole community in one 
room every day. It seems 
important to the boys as it is part 
of the character of the place. It 
was closed for three days due to 
the snow and we were posting a 
reflection on the internet. We 
think it is the first time a school 
assembly has been done ondine.’ 

One curate, the Revd Jeff 
West, left his car in Charlbury to 
travel by rail to Oxford and catch 
a connecting train to Banbury 
on Saturday evening, to make 
sure he could take the 8am 
service at St Mary’s on Sunday 
morning. Jeff said: ‘If the trains 
had been on time it would only 
have taken me three quarters of 
an hour. 

‘They were delayed so it took a 
couple of hours, but it was no 
hardship. I was glad they were 
running. There were people who 
managed to walk for miles 
through the snow to get to 
church.’ 

The Revd Pat Freeth, vicar of 
Shire’s Edge, north Oxfordshire, 
said: ‘There was a great 

community spirit here — 
neighbours helping each other. 

In all my five parishes there has 
been that sense in adversity — 



World festival in Sweden 

BISHOP Stephen will be speaking in the Mission strand at this 
year’s Varldens Fest (Festival of the World) to review and discuss 
Christian action in response to various international issues, 

writes Hugh White. 

The 201 0 gathering will be held from 4 June to 6 June in Vaxjo 
the cathedral city of Oxford’s Swedish link diocese. Anyone who 
wishes to attend the Festival is welcome and Vaxjo Diocese is 
hoping for a strong representation from the Oxford Diocese. 

The title this year is Another world is possible’. There will be 
four strands: Environment; Mission; Migration; Market. 

Authoritative speakers will lead the formal discussions. 

A number of talks will be given in English. Swedish 
competence in English means that language should be no barrier 
in meetings outside the formal sessions. 

It is expected that about 3,000 people will take part, so there 
will be plenty of opportunity to gain insights into how Christians 
from other traditions see the issues on the Festival agenda as well 
as to find out generally about church life in Sweden and 
elsewhere. 

Primrose Gallimore, who travelled from Oxford Diocese to the 
last Varldens Fest as a Mothers’ Union representative, said: ‘One 
of the best aspects of the Fest was the chance it gave to talk to 
Christians from Sweden and other countries, and to exchange 
ideas and views in a relaxed but focused atmosphere. 

‘I enjoyed speaking to three women of the nomadic Sami people 
whose traditional land cuts across the top of Sweden, Finland, 
Norway and Russia, although they are now restricted by political 
borders. I came back feeling exhausted having had so much to 
take in and think about, but also feeling exhilarated and renewed 
and very glad I had the chance to go.’ 

Further details of Varldens Fest are available on its website, 
www.svenskakyrkan.se/varldensfest, where you can register to 
attend. 

If you are planning to go please contact our Swedish link co- 
ordinator Canon Tony Dickinson on to ny. d i ckin so n@ oxford. 
anglican.org or 01 494 520676. Tony will also be able to answer any 
guestions about the Fest. 







whether Christian or not — that 
‘we are one in Christ’. 

‘We have a common purpose 
to serve one another. People 
who would not consider 
themselves Christian were 
offering what the gospel would 
consider Christian attributes in 
practical terms to their 
neighbours.’ 

Pictured above is Tom Quad at 
Christ Church Cathedral ' 

Oxford, in the snow . 



IN BRIEF 



Easter Egg-stra 

The British people buy 80 million 
Easter Eggs every year. 

Not one egg explains what 
Easter is about or mentions 
Jesus. And not a single egg 
makes a donation to charity. In 
the Oxford Diocese we are 
joining a campaign to try and 
change all that.With colleagues 
in Manchester, we are piloting 
the sale of the first ever ‘real 
Easter egg’ which is Fairtrade, 
tells the Christian story and 
makes a difference by funding 
chickens for poor communities in 
the developing world. 

If the pilot is successful, the 
aim is to launch nationwide next 
year. The eggs will be available in 
time for Fair Trade Fortnight. If 
you are interested in selling the 
eggs in your church please 
email sarah. meyrick@ 
oxford.anglican.org or call 01865 
208224. 



New Year Honours 

CONGRATULATIONS to those 
from the Diocese who were 
included in the New Years 
Honours list. 

Among them was Mary 
Saunders, who was awarded the 
MBE. Until her retirement in July 
2009 was Secretary to the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee 
(DAC) and the Diocesan Pastoral 
Committee (DPC), roles that she 
had held for 20 years. 

John Tyzack, chairman of the 
governors of Enborne CofE 
Primary School and Willow 
Primary School, Newbury, 
Berkshire, was also awarded the 
MBE for services to education. 
Nora Schneider, 94, a member of 
St Nicolas Church, Newbury, 
was awarded the MBE for 
services to the community. The 
Dean of Windsor, the Rt Revd 
David Conner, who served as 
Bishop to the Forces from 2001 
to 2009, was awarded the KCVO. 



Brewing up 

CHURCHES and schools 
across the Diocese are urged to 
take part in this year’s Big Brew. 

For more information see 
wwww.traidcraft.co.uk. If you are 
holding a Big Brew event, please 
send details and photographs to 
doornews@googlemail.com. 



Christmas survey 

We want your views on our 
Christmas publications. 

Open Door is an A4 
newsletter aimed at families on 
the fringes of church life. Stable 
Door was an extra Door , 
published just before Christmas 
and aimed at occasional 
churchgoers. The Chrismas 
Ingredients campaign aimed to 
connect people with the 
Christian festival through a 
seasonal treat. 

To give us your views email 
debbie.dallimore@oxford. 
anglican.org or call 01865 
208225. 
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Food and 
Fellowship 
or Coffee 
and Chat 
for Mercy 
Ships! 

Mercy Ships held their first Easter 
Breakfast Campaign in 2009, which 
proved to be a popular event with 
many church groups and individual 
supporters, up and down the 
country. Some watched the sun 
rise from a mountain top on Easter 
Sunday; others simply added a 
mini-egg to a usual breakfast; some 
gathered with colleagues or 
associates for a ‘Full English’; young 
Mums invited friends for ‘Coffee 
and Chat’; youth groups had a 
Saturday-fun-breakfast! Holiday 
groups made a special occasion. 
Breakfasts took place during Lent, 
over the Easter holidays and 
afterwards! Thanks to the hard 
work of organisers and generosity 
of supporters, over 200 breakfasts 
were held, which raised over 
£18,000. 





Africa Mercy pictured in 2007 in Liberia 

Every amount raised 
makes a life-long 
difference to those in 
need of medical help, 
in the world’s 
poorest countries 

£40 helps provide an eye surgery; £9 a pair of UV-blocking 
glasses; £ 1 5 pays for 50 assorted bandages - 70,000 
dressings are needed yearly; dental treatments cost around 
£30; a village well - £1800; general and complex 
surgeries £50 to £500; 14 surgical gowns £30. 

Mercy Ships, an international Christian charity provides 
over 6,500 surgeries and 21,000 dental procedures in a 10 
month field service, as well as medical and community 
development services from our charity hospital ship, the 
Africa Mercy. Mercy Ships is providing a 6 month service in 
Togo, West Africa during 2010, where there are just 225 
doctors for over 6 million people. Following this the Africa 
Mercy will sail to South Africa to be equipped with new 
generators during the latter half of the year, providing 
onshore medical services, eye 
surgeries and training local eye 
surgeons and eye-workers in the 
Eastern Cape. 

You can find out more about this 
extraordinary charity at 
www.mercyships.org.uk and support 
the work of their dedicated 
volunteers by joining in the Easter 
Breakfast Celebration for lives 
transformed. 

Lisa Moore, the first child to receive eye 
surgery onboard the hospital ship, 
the Africa Mercy. 




‘ Mercy 
5tri ps 



Easter Breakfast 20 tO 

Mercy Ships is holding an Easter Breakfast 
event tor Easter 2010- 

WiH you organise you r gwn Easter Breakfast 
event in your church or home and raise vital 
fun tls for tli is life-savins Christian charity? 

Mercy Ships operates the world's largest 
clwity hospital ship delivering free health core 
la 1Mb rnrgoLLtfn poor. 



Tu urgtwwse yuur Easier Bresiklasl 
far Mercy Ships, visit: 

mcrcy&hips.or^.uk/castcr-brcakfsst 
or call D1438 727800 fora free 
lursdrinsir^ pack 
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Lent is a time for 
reflection and learning 






Over the centuries many rituals and traditions 
have become a part of Lent, the period leading 
up to Easter itself. Starting on Ash Wednesday, 
the forty days of denial and reflection begin on 
Ash Wednesday ■ 17th February this year. 

Within the western Christian tradition the forty days 
do not include Sundays, which are still celebrated as 
the resurrection of the Living Lord. Easter Sunday will 
be 4th April. 

At its beginnings in the fourth century church, Lent 
was originally seen as a time of preparation for those 
who were to be baptised during the Easter Vigil. 

As these people were being received into a living 
community of faith the existing members were also 
expected to prepare to receive them. 

The forty days remind us of the forty days Christ 
spent in the wilderness where he too was put to 
temptation. 

There have been many developments over the 
years and Lent today offers many challenges and 
opportunities for Christians to reflect on their faith. 

This can be done through individual study and 
reflection, through group events and workshops or 
even organised retreats. 

Many publishers offer guides for this central part of 
the Church calendar and there are also various forms 
of retreat on offer for those able to take ‘time out’ from 
their regular pattern of life. 

The tradition of giving up something for Lent has 
developed from the period of fasting as exercised by 
the early church, although many see it as a time for 
charitable works and thinking of others. 

Many churches have now developed a tradition for 
a single day of fasting and collecting funds for less 
fortunate peoples abroad others will organise simple 
meals of soup and bread again an act of penitence. 

Typing the word ‘Lent’ into the search engine on 
your web connection can bring up many fascinating 
pages full of information, and whilst an understanding 



of the past is useful in understanding this annual 
event, a determination to be actively involved in some 
form of activity of study or reflection is the most 
creative path that a Christian is likely to take this year. 

Whilst it may begin in just a few weeks time, there 
is still time to decide how you can approach Lent and 
become more involved this year. 

For all, Lent is first and foremost a time of prayer 
and penance. It is a time to seek forgiveness of sins 
and seeking God’s grace. Whilst Lent can be seen as 
a period of grief, it leads to the Christian celebration 
of Easter. 



ALL 

HALLOWS 

CONVENT 

Guesthouse accommodation 

retreat... rest... renewal... relaxation 

Set in beautiful countryside on 
the Norfolk/Suffolk border, we 
provide retreat accommodation 
and room hire in an atmosphere 
conducive to reflection, study, 
prayer and solitude 

Self catering optional 

Ditchingham, Bungay, Suffolk, NR35 2DT 

01986 892749 

www.all-hallows.org 

a registered charity 2301 43 




Yo u r F i rst St o p f o r Fantastic 
Christian Books this Lent is 




Sign up for our e-newsletters — 
full of the latest offers and news 



OUR StHJXI) l&OL'ft WtlUMU 



CHURCH HOUSE BOOKSHOP 



Order online at www.chbookshop.co.uk or phone 020 7799 4064 



To advertise in The Dooir please call Roy on 01752 225623 
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News 



Furrowed ploughs 




RURAL churches across the diocese have 
been celebrating Plough Sunday. The day 
takes its name from the ancient tradition of 
Plough Monday - the return to work after 
the Christmas holidays. 

Officially this year’s Plough Sunday was 
10 January but the Swan group of 
parishes in north Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire are set to hold a 
Blessing of the Plough at a service in a 



By Sarah Meyrick 

THE rural church should beware of being 
hampered by an idealised picture of the 
past, and look with confidence to God’s 
future. 

That was the message from a 
conference for multi-parish benefices 
held in Oxford in January. The 
conference - which brought together 
around 100 people from the dioceses of 
Oxford, Coventry, Gloucester and 
Worcester - was called Through a strange 
land and focused on the theme of exile. 

‘We’re in a difficult place,’ said the 
Revd Olivia Graham, Parish Development 
Adviser for Oxfordshire, who was on the 
planning group. ‘That can feel like exile. 
What does it mean to be aliens and 
strangers in the world? How do we have 
that confidence where we are about living 
in God’s light?’ 

The morning offered a theological 
reflection on the past, the present, and 
the future. The Rt Revd Gordon Mursell, 
Bishop of Stafford, spoke about the 
theme of exile in the Bible. ‘All of life is 
an experience of leaving home, from the 
moment a baby cries when leaving the 
womb,’ he said. ‘The Bible understands 
that exile, the working out of “leaving 
home”.’ 

Christians, he said, were all in voluntary 
exile. ‘In the Bible there is a constant 
struggle between the nomad and the 
settler. Those who were nomads become 
settlers and are driven out again. Exile 
was always accompanied by a lack of 
control and a profound sense of loss, and 
there was no going back. You can’t go 
home; you can only go forward,’ he said. 
And while shared memory is important, 
he warned that nostalgia was dangerous. 



barn at Sunflower Farm, Chetwode, at 
10am on Sunday, 31 January. And, 
within a furrow of Plough Sunday is 
Plough Wednesday - a local annual 
training day, which took place this year 
on 27 January The event induced a 
tour of Clive Cox Racing Stables, 
Beechdown Farm, Lambourn, West 
Berkshire. 



‘We need to adapt in exile, but not to 
conform. We need to live into the future 
that you’d love see God create.’ 

The Revd Dr Richard Cooke from 
Coventry Diocese and the Revd Canon Dr 
David Hoyle from Gloucester Diocese 
both reminded delegates that the 
nostalgia in rural areas for a vicar for 
every parish was misplaced, based on an 
idealised Victorian view of the 
countryside. ‘Ministry is difficult and the 
pressures are immense,’ said Dr Hoyle. 
‘But we need to be a bit more confident 
that the narrative hasn’t changed too 
much. Let’s not create a mythical past 
that we’ve lost or think that we have to 
reinvent a whole thing.’ 

In the afternoon there was more 
practical input on resourcing ministry. 
Helen McGowan from Divine Inspiration 
in Coventry diocese spoke about ways of 
making rural churches more welcoming. 
The Revd Elizabeth Moxley, Rector of 
Aston Clinton with Buckland and 
Drayton Beauchamp, shared her 
experience building community in three 
rural parishes. Finally Martin Cavender, 
Director of ReSource, spoke about what 
he felt the Holy Spirit was saying to the 
churches. 

The Revd Stephen M’Caw, Rector of 
Steeple Aston with North Aston and 
Tackley, said that the day had provided an 
excellent stimulus. ‘The morning 
speakers were positive, thought- 
provoking, and had a great confidence in 
our Christian faith,’ he said. 

‘Helen McGowan’s advice about 
making our churches welcoming to the 
casual visitor - pictorially illustrated with 
good and not so good examples - was a 
moment to reflect on how we were doing 
in this important area.’ 



IN BRIEF 



Fund a football 

AS the World Cup kicks off in South 
Africa help give children from our link 
diocese, Kimberley and Kuruman, the 
chance to enjoy the beautiful game. 

People in Kidlington and Hampton Poyle 
are asking for help to raise money for 
footballs, which cost £1 5 each. The balls 
will be made by HIV positive people in 
Zambia and delivered to K&K in time for 
the World Cup in June. 

To help call 01 865 372709 or 01 865 
378014 or send donations to Kidlington 
Parish Office, 1 9 Mill Street, Kidlington, 
OX5 2EE - cheques made out to 
‘Kidlington PCC’ and ‘Fund a Football’ 
should be written clearly on the back of 
the cheque and on the envelope. 

Join 100,000 Christians 

EXPLORE your faith with Christians from 
across Europe with a party from the 
Oxford Diocese at the Second Ecumenical 
Kirchentag in Munich this May. 

That you may have hope will be the 
theme. The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher will be speaking in a 
panel on challenges the church faces in 
secular society. The Diocese will be 
presenting a Living Faith for the Future 
stall and Milton Keynes rock group 
Testament will be playing. Our Mission 
Partnership will have a stand in the Living 
Ecumenically hall. 

For more information contact Canon 
Tony Dickinson on 01494 520676 or 
tony.dickinson@oxford.anglican.org 





For all your business needs 

Cornerstone Vision publishes 
this Diocesan newspaper. 
We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK 
with excellent design and 
print services 

Fora competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 

service@cornerstonevision.com 



NEED BUILDING UP 
IN YOUR FAITH? 



Settle down once a week fora cuppa and a Cross Rhythms Life Fife 

Emailed FREE to your inbox every Friday 



HOT TOPICS: 

Grace and Truth, Mentoring, 

Seeing Ourselves Through God's Eyes, 

Learning To Wait ; Worship: Anytime, Anywhere 



CONTRIBUTORS INCLUDE: 

Uz Etherton YFC 
Matt Summerfietd - Urban Saints 
Steve Gambil - Rocknatlons and many more 





l www.crossrhythms.co.uk/liferles 



ND SIGN UP TODAY 



Looking to God s future 
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FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
— ilLABLE 



[ATION^ 1 

LIT 

ECIAIISTS 



Over 300 apple varieties 
on M 26 (8ft) and many on M 27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 



Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 




01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruitscD.uk 




PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 



nCTlCJN, NON nOTION. 
GOGR.',PHY.MrMOm. HISTORO.L. 
FOrmY. SPinmiALSCLT-HCLP, 
RCLirJTiLK 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN'S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athem a press . co m 
i n f □ l ha n-a pra .euui 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Methodist Minister 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 



Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote DR0210 



Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from IQ weeks to 1 year) 



WWW. Never EverTheSa me .mm 



hi Id Ministries +44(0)1252 794060 




Casterbrid ge 

CONCERT TOURS 



Proudly presents two 
lunchtime concerts at 

CHRIST CHURCH, 
OXFORD 

WEDNESDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY 
- 1.45 PM 

Lake Highland Prep 
Choral Ensemble 
Orlando, Florida, USA 
Director: Bettie-Ann Candelora 

The ensemble enjoys performing a variety 
of sacred music such as “ Lift Thine Eyes to 
the Mountains” from Elijah and “Sing for 
Joy” from Judas Maccabaeus. Favorite 
selections include gospel music such as the 
rousing “Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel” 
by Jay Althouse and “River in Judea” by 
John Leavitt. 

MONDAY, 15TH FEBRUARY - 
12.00 

The Forest Hills Northern High 
School Wind Ensemble 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA 
Director: Jeffrey Robke 

This is their first international performing 
tour and they are thrilled to be connecting 
with audiences abroad. We hope you are 
able to join them in concert for some 
traditional Wind Band music featuring 
composers Hugh M. Stuart, Francois 
Joseph Gossec, Percy Grainger, Johann 
Strauss, J.S. Bach, and Samuel Hazo. 



FREE ADMISSION 
ALL WELCOME 



Further information: Casterbridge Concert 
Tours : 01935 810 810 



Spotlight on... 

The Holy Land 

Re-tracing the steps of Jesus 

This October Bishop John will be taking a group on a pilgrimage to the places where Jesus 
lived and breathed, where the events recorded in the gospels actually took place. Here the 
Door looks at what is special about a trip to the Holy Land. 



A t the start of every year I find 

myself believing that ‘this is the 
year when I finally sort my life 
out,’ writes Bishop John. I have this fond 
fantasy that with a bit of a tweak here 
and a bit more effort there I can 
organise my life as I always hoped it 
would be - balanced, fruitful, focused. 
And every year I find it isn’t. 

What this repeated experience should 
be teaching me is that life truly is a 
journey and the attempt always to 
‘arrive’ is a snare and a delusion. The 
Church rejoices in its conviction that we 
are a community that never arrives. We 
were never meant to be a static 
institution but rather a pilgrim people. 
Indeed, as Richard Giles puts it, ‘The 
whole Judaeo-Christian story is a 
traveller’s tale’. We are always on a 
pilgrimage from Genesis to Revelation. 

Places of pilgrimage are experiencing 
a resurgence of interest today. I’m 
forever falling over people who have just 
been to Santiago de Compostela or are 
planning a pilgrimage to Lindisfarne. 
Our cathedrals are increasingly popular. 
Virtual pilgrimages can be made online. 
Labyrinths allow us to journey 
prayerfully towards God and then out 
again to serve the world. Faith and 
nature trails abound. 



ONLINE 



To download a brochure about Bishop 
John’s pilgrimage visit 

www.oxford.anglican.org/holyland 




Connecting with the early church 



I found going on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
very moving in unexpected ways, writes Lilly 
Haines-Gadd. I was extremely nervous about the 
trip beforehand - I was concerned that I would 
find myself out of step with my fellow pilgrims as I 
had the idea that I wouldn’t be a “proper” pilgrim 
somehow: I wasn’t exactly sure what a proper 
pilgrim was, but I worried it wouldn’t look like me. 

I needn’t have worried. The group of 20 that I 
travelled with was not only friendly and open, but 
the variety of backgrounds and reasons for making 
the pilgrimage threw new light on our journey for 
me, helping me make more connections between 
the beginnings of Christianity and how we practice 
it back at home in our everyday lives. Our shared 
enthusiasm for the journey knitted us together in 
surprising and touching ways. 

We visited an enormous number of places, and 
had a wonderful guide who put the places we 
visited in context religiously, historically and 
culturally; aided by the knowledge of David and 
Marilyn Parry, who led the trip with great insight 
and empathy. 

There were many moving experiences, but the most profound for me was celebrating the Eucharist on the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee. Many places we had visited claimed to be the site of a miracle or a significant episode of Jesus’ life - but it’s very 
hard to be exactly sure 2,000 years later. However, we can be confident that Jesus and the apostles lived and walked along that 
shore, and saw that same view of mountains over a calm sea as we did that day. 

Sharing the Eucharist with my fellow pilgrims, celebrated by the Revd Canon Dr Marilyn Parry, whose calm tones have often 
led me through the same service back at home at Christ Church Cathedral, was the most moving experience of the trip for 
me. I have remembered it at every Eucharist I’ve attended since, and that connection with the cornerstone and early 
beginnings of our church will resonate for me for the rest of my life. 




It 

to being joined by many pilgrims from 
around the diocese as we go to the Holy 
Land in October. This is the ultimate 
pilgrimage for most Christians, taking us 
to the very places where that ‘traveller’s 
tale’ was enacted. Such a journey 
touches deep places within us; it opens 
the imagination; it renews faith; it 
enables us to meet the direct inheritors 
of the story. As one Palestinian in 
Bethlehem said to me, ‘My great, great, 
great, great, great, great, great, great 



(etc) grandmother may have been Jesus’ 
babysitter!’ A considerable number of 
people have already booked for this 
pilgrimage. If you’ve always wanted to 
visit this treasure-store of faith, do come 
with me. The Bible will never be the 
same again. And nor will you. 
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Helping Dalit families 



Anew partnership between 
the Oxford Dicoese and 
Nandyal in India is giving 
schools the chance to help 
Dalit children writes 
Katie Paxton-Doggett. 

D alit literally means ‘crushed’ 
or untouchables. The Dalit 
families are very poor, many 
of them living on less than 
half a dollar a day. Children 
from Shellingford School, Oxfordshire, 
Waddesdon School, Bucks have been to 
Nandyal in South India. 

Headteacher John Underwood and 
deputy head Christine Hagan from 
Chalfont St Peters School said they felt 
privileged to go to Nandyal. They felt 
humbled by the level of faith they 
witnessed. The welcome, kindness and 
personalities that they encountered were 
second to none. They visited lots of 
schools where the children were bright 
and enthusiastic but were severely 
hampered by the conditions. They try so 
hard but have no resources. 

John described how his school had 
been involved in a partnership with a 
school in Kenya, exchanging letters. 
When the school was involved in a riot 
they set about fundraising to help it back 
on its feet. They held an assembly, to 
which John invited members of the local 
community who could help. They aimed 
to raise £2,500 in one week but 
succeeded in raising £6,000. 




In a similar way, John feels that if all 
church schools in the Oxford Diocese 
participate in the project, the total sum 
could be raised in months rather than 
the years. John and Christine are set to 
return to Nandyal this month. 

Christine said: ‘Project India is really 
starting to gain a strong momentum, we 
are delighted to say. Our school has 
raised over £6,500 since our return.’ 

She said two clasrooms had been built 
and an ICT suite was ready to provide a 
live link between children in Chalfont St 
Peter and Bishop Bunyan Joseph School 
in Nandyal. 



‘John and I also did our first visit to St 
Edward’s Royal Free Middle school in 
Windsor and they presented us with a 
cheque for £550 as they have made 
Project India their charity for the year. 
We are also hoping to get sponsorship 



from the British Council to invite two 
headteachers from Nandyal to visit us 
here, so we can show them the schools 
that have been working as part of our 
project.’ 

The three-year campaign is being led 
by the Diocese of Oxford’s Education 
Department to help the Dalit children. 
Peter Norman, headteacher of 
Waddesdon School, compared their 
income with footballers such asFrank 
Lampard and John Terry: it would take 
the Dalit 1130 years to earn what one of 
them earns in a week. 

Project India aims to raise £30,000 to 
complete several school building projects 
which the Diocese of Nandyal regard as 
essential. Giving thousands of the poorest 
children in India access to gives them the 
opportunity to escape from the cycle of 
poverty. Peter also described the life 
changing experience that his visit to 
Nandyal had been. He described a school 
for blind children in the church 
compound. 

The church takes in these very poor 
children and clothes and supports them 
as their families reject them as they 
simply can’t afford to support a child with 
a disability. The project is being run in 
partnership with the Diocese of Nandyal, 
and in particular their passionate and 
inspirational Bishop Lawrence. Project 
India representatives are available to give 
presentation at school assemblies. 



ONLINE 



To find out more visit: www.project- 
india.org.uk 



Really wild award for churchyard project 




ONLINE 



CHILDREN at Stanford in the Vale CE Primary School beat off competition from across the UK 
to win the British Naturalists’ Association’s Ward Cup. 

Prof David Bellamy presented the cup, awarded to children aged seven to 11, to members of 
Stanford Wildlife Watch club at a ceremony held recently at Northampton University. The 
competition, held annually, is for a project on a natural history or conservation theme. Twenty 
seven Watch members studied the “Wildlife of the Churchyard Walls” over a period of two years, 
recording their findings from St Denys’ Church in a set of six booklets with writing, drawings and 
photographs. They extended their studies by “Looking at Lichen” and “Investigating Ivy” 
producing booklets in these two additional but related subjects. 

Margaret Grant has been running the junior wildlife watch group for 23 years. She said it was the 
fourth time the group had entered the contest and the third time they had won the top prize. She 
said: ‘We looked at flowers, birds and insects as well as at ivy and lichens. Ivy can cause problems 
because it damages walls but on the other hand it’s an excellent habitat for insects to hibernate. 

Its flowers in the autumn also provide food for insects and berries for birds in the winter. Ivy’s 
rapid growth means we have to get a balance between cutting it down to protect our stonework 
and leaving some for our wildlife.’ She said children were given hand lenses through which they 
examined lichens. ‘They revealed a mini world of fantastic shapes and colours and we got the 
children to draw what they saw. A poem about the lichens they saw was published in the parish 
newsletter.’ 

The Church of England’s Shrinking the Footprint campaign has urged churches to give space to 
endangered species as it signed up to the United Nations’ International Year of Biodiversity. The C 
of E is one of 300 UK partners who have joined the global campaign involving almost 1,000 
organisations celebrating “the variety of life on Earth .... essential for sustaining the natural living 
systems or ecosystems that provide us with food, fuel, health, wealth, and other vital services.” An 
estimated two thirds of the C of E’s 16,000 churches (around 10,000) have churchyards which 
collectively cover the area of a small national park. Around 6,000 of these are already contributing to 
the biodiversity of the country - both in rural and urban areas -while remaining respectful to its 
users, particularly family and friends of those buried there. 

Is your church or churchyard home to a rare species of bird, insect, flower or mammal? Do you have a 
project designed to help your churchyard contribute to the country’s biodiversity. If so please send details to 
doornews@googlemail.com. 



To find out more visit: 

www.biodiversityislife.net 
www.sh r i n ki ngth ef ootp r i nt.o rg 
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk 
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AUDITIONS 

FOR 

CHORISTERS AGED 7/8 

AT CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2010 

Substantial subsidy from 
the Cathedral puts this 
opportunity within the 
reach of many, many 
families. If you have a 
boy with a voice [we are 
looking for potential, not a 
trained singer] who enjoys 
singing and who you think 
might benefit from this 
wonderful opportunity, 
why not bring him along 
for an informal audition? 
There is nothing to lose 
and a great deal that your 
son could gain. For more 
information... 

please contact Miss Diane Price, Admissions* Secretary 
0 1 865 24256 1 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
3 BREWER STREET, OXFORD OXI IQW 



ENJOY WATCHING 
A GOOD FILM? 




There's loads of great Christian, family friendly 
movies available at Cross Rhythms Direct 







HLH5IE 



CHINA CRY THE HICIIAHD 
WURM8F1AND 



ET0Hi 




"SdECOtvD 

Tfinti 




MARTIN 

LUNU.H 



THE 5E GONE 
CHANCE 



bXPtLLfcLJ 



FOR THESE AMD MANY MORE SIMPLY VISIT 

WWW.CROSSRNYTHMSXO, UK/DIRECT 



MUSIC . BOOKS & OVOs FOB LIFE 




Focus on Education 

Choosing a school 



Deciding on a school for your 
children is a tremendously 
important choice. 

In many cases a child’s primary and secondary 
education can have repercussions throughout life. 

With growing concerns surrounding much of 
education in Britain today, it should come as little 
surprise that Christian schools maintain their 
popularity with parents, providing a strong spiritual 
and moral basis in all that they do. 

The more disciplined style of education seems to bear 
fruit and their academic results continue to impress 
and in many cases improve. 

ANGLICAN SCHOOLS 

How many Church of England schools are there? 

• 25.3% of all state primary schools in England are 
Church of England schools - that's 4,470 schools. 

• 5.8% of all state secondary schools in England are 
Church of England schools - 220 schools. 

• 18.6% of all primary pupils and 5.8% of all 
secondary pupils attend these schools and these 
percentages in each case are growing. 

An Opinion Research Business Survey in 2008 
showed that, of those who agree that church schools 
are different to other state schools: 

• Eight in ten (79 per cent) agree that church schools 
help young people develop a sense of right and 
wrong 

• 75 per cent think that church schools help young 
people grow into responsible members of society 

• 78 per cent agree that they promote good behaviour 
and positive attitudes 

• 85 per cent agree they have a caring approach to 
students. 

MORE TO SCHOOL THAN 
EXAM IN AT 10 N S 

It isn’t just the academic side of school that’s 
important, although we all know how much relevant 
examinations decide our futures, its all of the other 
activities as well. A good school will therefore be 
looking at Sport and the 
Arts. 

These both help to 
develop the whole person 
as we are each of us so 
much more than a bank 
of knowledge. Certain 
church schools are 
connected to our 
cathedrals and abbeys 
and form the home of 
education for the 
choristers. 

When choosing a school 
it is important therefore to 
look very much at your 
child’s talents, attributes 
and emotional make up 
when choosing a school 
rather than simply how 
much closer it is to home. 

DECIDING ON 
THE FUTURE 

It’s a very similar story 
with further education 
and many pupils will be 
looking towards subjects 
to study a A Levels and 
then on towards Degrees 
or other forms of further 
education. A lot of prayer 
and advice will be 
undertaken in deciding 
what path to follow, even 
when inherent talents 
seem to make the choice 
a little more obvious. 




Wycuffe Ham 

- rcxroun - 

Markets, Money and Morals 

A Vision for Capitalism after the Crisis 

A series of public lectures presented at 
Wycliffe Hall by Brian Griffiths, Vice-Chairman 
of Goldman Sachs International 

9 February 2010 

Scientific Evidence and 
Environmental Stewardship 

2 March 2010 

A Culture of Consumerism 

Great Awakenings 

International Summer School 
Sunday 27 J une to Friday 2 J uly 2010 

Guest speakers include Michael Ward, 
Fran Beckett, and Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali 
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Why save just £2,000, when you can 

Save * £8,483 



With AUTOSAVE 




UAimiLCQRSAl.2SU 

[Eil 



SAVE £3,600 



JUST A FEW EXAMPLES 



uawfiaiiwmi.9aitiiitc»f 
VauMAslia 1.9 Iwn4up tywl (X 
Fw) Focus 1.6 ZciSc 54 
MGotf1.9TdiS5dr 
N^Qashqan.$W*s 

ALL CARS SHOWN LESS THAN 12 MONTHS OLD WITH REMAINDER 
OF 3 YEAR WARRANTY! 

Krmgs tfw at agntNEwLK LhJ Was, ttuacnrtd ritr Etf 30ns bpta. 
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£5463 




mm 


£7751 


£12999 


£17690 


£6391 


£11499 


£16050 


£3351 


£12699 


£14699 


E27D0 


£11999 



Call: 0845 122 6902 aUtOSave# 
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To be a pilgrim 

As part of our focus on Sustaining the Sacred Centre in 2010 the Door will be creating a 
series of prayer walks around the diocese. Sally Welch sets the scene with an introduction to 
pilgrimage. 




I n 1986, a skeleton was found 

buried near a pillar in the nave of 
Worcester Cathedral. Although it 
had been decapitated in Victorian 
times when a trench was dug 
through the cathedral, scholars came to 
the conclusion that he was a Worcester 
dyer called Robert Sutton. 

His robes revealed that he was a 
pilgrim, as they feature a tiny cockle 
shell and had he still had his head, his 
hat would have had a scallop shell badge 
on it, to show he had been to 
Compostela, a noted pilgrimage site. 

The stocky, thick-set pilgrim had led an 
adventurous life - the journey to 
Compostela was fraught with dangers 
and his skeleton bears the scars of two 
arrowheads on his left thigh. He 
survived the attack to die in his sixties, 
but combined with the arthritis that he 
suffered as a result of years of walking, 



he would have been in some pain. Back 
in the Middle Ages pilgrimages were 
very popular. It was not like going on 
holiday. Pilgrimages often took years. 
Journeys were long and dangerous and 
many died en-route. They usually 
travelled in groups and would stay in 
monasteries or hostels on the way. 
Pilgrims undertook these journeys to 
holy places because it was important for 
their faith. If they had committed sins 
they believed that by going on a 
pilgrimage they could show God how 
sorry they were. Sometimes they were 
sent on such journeys by a priest as a 
penance. Sometimes they went for 
healing of a physical condition. 

There s no need to journey 
hundreds of miles to be a 
pilgrim. ’ 

Nowadays, pilgrims still travel to holy 
places. Over 125,000 travelled to 
Santiago de Compostela last year. They 
do it for a number of motives. Some 
travel for penance, as a way of expiating 
some past wrong from their lives. More 
undertake a pilgrimage in the hope of 
being healed from a physical ailment; 
many thousands travel to Lourdes each 
year for this reason. Others travel 
because it gives them the opportunity to 



be alone, to meditate on their life and 
their relationship with God. Others go 
because it enables them to take their 
place in the communion of saints, as 
they undertake a journey made for 
hundreds of years. A pilgrimage is a 
symbol in action. It represents the 
journey of the Christian life from earth 
to heaven. The Church is sometimes 
described as a pilgrim people. 

‘ The Church is sometimes 
described as a pilgrim 
people . 5 

But it is not necessary to journey many 
hundreds of miles to be a pilgrim. All 
that is needed is a pilgrim spirit, a 
recognition that life is a journey, coming 
from God and returning to God. For 
this a visit to a local church, or a walk 
made with a pilgrim’s heart is sufficient. 
This can be made alone or in the 
company of others, mindful always that 
we walk in the company of the whole 
Church. As we walk together, pilgrims 
not strangers, our encounters, our 
conversations, our experiences good or 
bad, can act as a stimulus towards 
further spiritual reflection and dialogue 
- not stumbling blocks, but stepping- 
stones. And always as we do this we 




Pic: Christ Church Meadow, by KT Bruce 



remember the pilgrim who comes 
towards us from the opposite direction. 
In Jesus Christ God comes in search of 
us. It is He who spoke of himself as the 
Way, the truth, and the life. It is He who 
guides us on our pilgrim journeys and it 
is towards Him that we move day by day. 



Sally Welch, pictured above left on a 
family pilgrimage, is Associate Priest of 
St Giles, St Philip, St James with St 
Margaret, Oxford and author of Making a 
Pilgrimage (Lion Hudson) and Walking 
the Labyrinth: A Spiritual and Practical 

Guide 

(Canterbury Press, published March 2010) 



Listen to Bishop John’s reflections as he 
and Sally walked the Oxford walk by 
downloading the podcast: 
www.oxford.anglican.org/prayerwalks. 
Do you have a favourite walk that you’d 
like to share? Contact us on 01865 
208225 or 

j o . duckies @ oxford, anglican . org 



A snowy stroll through Oxford 

PRAYER WALK ONE: the City of Oxford with Bishop John 

Central Oxford is served by a number of park-and-ride car parks (01865 815649). The start of the walk is a 
ten minute walk from Oxford Rail Station. 



BEGIN at Carfax Tower (1), (where Queen Street, 
Cornmarket, High Street and St Aldate’s meet). You 
are in the heart of the city centre. You might like to 
pause for a moment, to try and hear God’s voice in 
the bustle. Think about the people around you and 
the burdens they carry. You may like to pray for them. 
Walk up Cornmarket Street and turn left into St 
Michael’s Street. The Oxford Union (2)is on your 
left. Bishop John remembers hearing inspiring 
speakers here, such as Michael Green and David 
Maclnnes, when he was a student at nearby St Peter’s 
College. Think for a moment - who has inspired you 
in your Christian journey? Who do you inspire? 
Continue down St Michael’s Street and turn left into 
New Inn Hall Street. Look for Wesley Memorial 
Church (3) and St Peter’s College (4) on your right. 
Opposite St Peter’s a plaque commemorates John 
Wesley’s sermon on 4 July 1783. Both John and his 
brother Charles were students at the University and 
formed the group that became known as ‘Methodists’ 
here. They were later ordained at Christ Church 
Cathedral. You might like to think for a moment 
about those who have been trailblazers for their faith. 
Cross Queen Street into St Ebbe’s and then turn into 
Brewer Street. You emerge onto St Aldate’s, facing 
Christ Church. Cross the road, turn right, and then 



left into Christ Church Meadow (5). You may 
choose to take a diversion into the Cathedral, 
the ‘mother church’ of the diocese. The 
Cathedral is often used for big occasions, 
such as Bishop John’s installation service in 
2007. What have been the big occasions in 
your life - whether public or more private, 
known only by you and God? Enjoy the view 
of the Meadow and give thanks to God for 
the beauty of its creation. Either walk along 
the river or turn left behind Christ Church. 

Turn right along Merton Street, right along 
the High Street, then left into Longwall 
Street. At the junction with Holywell Street, 
you can see the original Morris Motors 
garage (1905). You might like to reflect on 
the skills and talents that you have been given. Over 
the road, in St Cross Street, you can see the Law 
Library (6) where Bishop John remembers wrestling 
with his studies - he took a degree in Law before 
training for the priesthood. What have been the 
greatest struggles for you in your Christian journey? 
Turn into Holywell Street. As you pass the Holywell 
Music Rooms, you may like to give thanks for those 
who share their musical or other artistic skills for the 
enjoyment of others. 




Oxford 

Gnr 



Map: Google Maps 



Turn left into Catte Street, passing the Sheldonian, 
the Bodleian and the Radcliffe Camera. Before you 
reach the High Street, go into the University Church 
(7) and explore its interesting history. St Mary’s was 
the site of the 1555 trial of the Oxford Martyrs, 
Latimer, Ridley and Crammer. Reflect on those who 
have been martyred for their faith. What are the 
sacrifices we are called to make today? Turn right 
along High Street to end up at Carfax again. 
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Advertising Feature 

Swopping your usual brand for a Fairtrade one! 

Shops, organisations and companies are being urged to 
back Fairtrade Fortnight 2010, running from 22 February 
to 7 March, by making it easy for shoppers to choose 
Fairtrade goods. Fairtrade Fortnight 201 0 has the theme 
of The Big Swap’ and will encourage shoppers to swap 
everyday shopping basket items such as tea, coffee, 
chocolate, cotton Tee-shirts, bananas, cakes, sugar and a 
host of other products for Fairtrade ones. Fairtrade 
Fortnight is the annual nationwide campaign to promote 
awareness of Fairtrade and encourage people to buy 
products which carry the FAIRTRADE Mark in order to 
help producers in developing countries. Members of the 
Christian churches have long been supporters of the 
Fairtrade movement which is now making great strides 
with many major brands adopting a fair trade stance. 




Fartraejf 
a' i Si. Michalls 



A unique Fair Trade shop 
In the heart of Oxford 



Clothing '■ Grhs 9 = ood A Hnrrcvo ill 




The Basement 



5c Michael at the North Gate, 
■Ccrnmiirkct Street, Offerer 

Monday bo BatJi day I Stem - 5 pm 

Tel: I E65 

www.fal rtradeatstml chae Is , eo.u k 





WISDOM 

Christian Learning and 
Contemporary 
Challenges 



An Interne Nona I 
Symposium at Saruim 
College, 1 to 2 May 2010 



Wisdom iv both j private and u public 
of rhrkrian faiTh And pranks. 

By tailing upon d host of international 
■r.irhnlars from a range of tradition? within the 
Christian Church, we will consider the role of 
wisdom within Christian thought and 
practice and reflect on ways in which wisdom 
can inform th# mission of thp Christian 
churches tods ay. 

Sessions: Wi^nm in the Jewish and t'hrisrian 
Scriptures; Heading rests, becking Wisdom: 
Wisdom in Weakness?; Christian Wisdom and 
the Visual Arts; Wisdom Through Music; 
Ecclesioloqy and Phroncsis- Or, Why the 
Church Needs Practical Wisdom. 



Speakers: Jeremy Begbie. David Ford, 
Michael DeLashmutt, Graham Howes r 
A nth Any Thiseiron, Frances Young. 



j 






L 



Sarum 
I 1 College 



learning to nourish the human spirit 



Booking contact Alison Ogden 
fll 7 ?? 424 AM or angden^arLjm.ac.LJk 



Feature 



A little Lent reac 



Whatever people may think, Christianity isn’t really about rules and rituals or ‘putting on a show’ 
but about an inner life rooted in God himself - rooted by prayer, reflection, obedience, faith and 
love. Books can contribute to developing and sustaining that sacred centre so The Door asked 
three Christian thinkers to recommend some you may want to dip into, either during Lent or 
throughout the year. 



H oly Anger: Jacob, Job, Jesus by 

Lytta Basset, writes Martyn Percy. 

This work on anger is a profound 
meditation on humanity and redemption. 
It is a tough read, but well worth 
persevering with. I especially love Bill 
Countryman’s short introduction to the 
gospel - why it is good news, and the 
profound difference this makes to our 
lives and witness. It is one of the most 
compelling books on faith to have been 
published in recent years. Basset, L., Holy 
Anger: Jacob, Job, Jesus, Ottawa, Novalis/St. 
Paul University Press, London, 
Continuum, 2007. 

God of Surprises by 
Gerard Hughes: 

Hughes’ book inspires 
with its engagingly 
honest and focused 
personal attention on 
Ignatian spirituality, 
and the social and 
political implications of 
re-imagining and 
experiencing afresh the challenging 
presence of Jesus in our lives. Hughes, 
G., God of Surprises, London, DLT, 1985. 

A Journey with 
Jonah: The 
Spirituality of 
Bewilderment by 
Paul Murray: This 
beautiful and short 
book about Jonah is 
for any of us (all of 
us?) who have 
sometimes struggled 



in our faith. And by walking with Jonah, 
Murray offers some truly profound 
insights into the heart of God - 
abundant kindness, mercy, patience and 
forgiveness. Murray, P., A Journey with 
Jonah : The Spirituality of Bewilderment, 
Dublin, Columba Press, 2002. 

The Go-Between God by John Taylor: 
This classic text is, 
of course, still a 
great joy to read, 
even thirty years on 
from publication. 

I still find the style, 
stories and 
substance of the 
book to be 
beautiful, moving, 
persuasive and 
inspiring. Taylor, J., 

The Go-Between God, 

London, SCM, 

1979. 

There is, of course, a problem with 
any list like this: what actually constitutes 
a ‘religious’ or spiritual book? 

Personally, I love the writings of 
Garrison Keillor, and would begrudge 
parting with his masterly chapter 
‘Protestant’ in Lake Wobegon Days. 
Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart 
would be a wonderful book for a desert 
island or any Lenten wilderness, just in 
case you met the natives. Margaret 
Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale could 
remind you of what you might be 
missing (and glad of) . Book lists can tell 
us a great deal about our spirituality and 



personality. I love a good personal story, 
which is why Garrison Keillor is such a 
favourite. Dominique Lapierre’s The 
City of Joy and Thornton Wilder’s The 
Bridge of San Luis Rey also have much 
to say about the providence of God in 
the midst of darkness and doubt. 

Equally, I cannot commend Barbara 
Kingsolver’s The Poisonwood Bible 
highly enough - a tragic tale of 
misconceived missionary endeavour. But 
a personal favourite - and a great novel 
for any Lent (it is very long!) - is John 
Irving’s A Prayer for Owen Meany. If 
you like irony, quirky characters and 
shrewd observations about clergy of all 
kinds, buy, read and enjoy. And ask 
yourself, as the central character in the 
book does, often: ‘what is God’s purpose 
for my life?’ 

The Revd Canon Professor Martyn Percy is 
Principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 







O ne of the things about the 
Anglican 
Communion 
at the moment is 
that it seems that it 
has got itself a bit 
preoccupied with 
issues that seem a 
very long way from 
spirituality, writes 
Mark Chapman. 

As a welcome 
antidote to this 
Canterbury Press has begun to produce 
a series of ‘Studies in Spiritual 
Theology’. These are collections of 
writings of some of the great spiritual 
writers of the Anglican Tradition from 
the sixteenth century to today. 

Two that might help people deepen 
their understanding of Anglicanism and 
its particular contribution of spirituality 
are Law and Revelation: Richard Hooker 
and His Writings (edited by Raymond 
Chapman) and Heaven in Ordinary: 
George Herbert and His Writings 
(edited by Philip Sheldrake) . 

Both of these have useful historical 



introductions and 
offer a great resource 
as tasters in these two 
very different writers. 

Hooker was the giant 
of the early Church of 
England in Elizabeth 
I’s time - but his work 
wasn’t just dense 
theology. Instead his 
wisdom speaks over 
the centuries as he 
reflects on the relationship of reason, 
tradition and scripture and on the 
importance of good order and God’s 
law. Herbert was one of our greatest 
poets, but he was also for a short time a 
country parson - while his world might 
have been very different from ours, he 
can nevertheless inspire us with his 
practical spiritual advice and his ability 
to connect God with the world around 
him. 

Another volume in a similar area is 
Anglicanism (compiled and edited by 
Paul Elmer More and Frank Leslie 
Cross, James Clarke, 2008). This is a 
spiritual classic first published in 1935 



and out of print for 
a long time. It 
contains writings 
from the first couple 
of centuries of 
Anglicanism on a 
huge variety of 
themes - most 
selections are quite 
short and offer 
much meat for 
reflection. There is 
something here for 
everybody. 

Finally, Gerald O’ Collins in Jesus: 
Portrait (Darton, Longman and Todd, 
2008) offers a picture of Jesus where he 
able to draw on his scholarship in the 
Bible and in theology to paint a portrait 
of Jesus which is at the same time a work 
of deep spirituality and devotion and 
which invites us into the abundant life 
revealed by Jesus as he spoke of the 
kingdom of God. 

Mark Chapman is Vice-Principal of Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon and Reader in 
Modern Theology at the University of 
Oxford. 
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SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 



Ours by John 
Pridmore. 

Many people 
deeply 
appreciated 
John 

Pridmore ’s 
weekly 

reflections on 
the weekly 
lectionary 
readings in 
the Church 
Times. This 
study book 

for the 2010 York Lent 
but masterly and deeply moving 
treatment of the passion of Jesus and its 
meaning for us today. It is firmly rooted 
in the contemporary world and its 
problems and yet also profoundly 
faithful to the biblical narrative. The 
author writes of the darkness and 
silences of Calvary, of the journey of 
faith, of ‘swimming against the tide of 
society’. Yet these are positive and 
inspiring reflections on what is surely 
the heart of our spiritual centre. 
Whether you choose to follow the York 
Course or not, this study booklet is 
worth acquiring! ( When I Survey - Christ’s 
Cross and Ours by John Pridmore. York 
Courses PO Box 343, York Y019 5YB 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 




T 



I he Things He Carried by Stephen 
Cottrell. This 
is a short 



etUneh connm 




Utf Jbe earned 



book but full of 
good things, writes 
David Winter. 

The Bishop of 
Reading invites us 
to reflect on the 
‘things’ that Jesus 
carried to the cross 
- starting, of 
course, with the 
cross itself. Vividly 
he portrays the 
stumbling figure on the path of sorrows 
from Pilate’s palace to Golgotha - ‘he 
treads a path of suffering, step by painful 
step, that is the suffering of the world’. 

As well as the cross, Jesus carried a 
crown of thorns, a 
seamless robe, 
disappointments, 
hopes, sorrows, a 
broken heart . . . and | 
the sins of the world. 

You could read this 
little book in less 
than two hours, but 
its impact may stay 
with you for the rest 
of your life. ( The 
Things He carried by 
Stephen Cottrell. 

SPCK. £6.99) 

New for 2010, The Things He Said, a 
follow on from The Things He Carried, 
focussing on what Jesus said. 

The Happiness Secret by J. John. 
Evangelist and Anglican priest J. John 




offers a very challenging series of studies 
in the Beatitudes - the famous sayings of 
Jesus each of which begins with the word 
‘blessed’ - or ‘happy’, as the word could 
equally well be translated. This is, in a 
way, a ‘life-style’ book, but the life it talks 
about is that of the disciple of Jesus. J 
John uses his own Greek background to 
illuminate the text, and his own sharp 
eye for the ups and downs of ordinary 
life to apply the message of Jesus to 
contemporary living. This book is 
deceptively easy to read, but rather more 
difficult to live by. ( The Happiness Secret by 
JJohn. Hodder Sc Stoughton. £10.99) 

Quiet Spaces 
edited by Naomi 
Starkey. This is 
not one book, but 
a series of 
illustrated 64-page 
‘spirituality 
journals’ 
published three 
times a year. Each 
has a theme and 
as many as fifteen 
articles or 
reflections on a 
single theme, 
written by well-known contributors - 
Margaret Silf, Veronica Zundel, Dick 
France and many others. Themes over 
the years have included Solitude, Night, 
The Wilderness, The Garden and The 
Journey. You can order any of the back 
issues - they are listed on the web-site 
(quietspaces.org) . ( Quiet Spaces BRF 
£4.99 or by subscription.) 

When I survey - Christ’s Cross and 



fjniti 



Jane lATiiiiafiis ^ 

ciouer wmmurToTi 

remedies fBimra] ■ 

aiitfflatlanallsin lii Russia 



Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of 
religious affairs and the author of many books. 
Turn to page 19 to read his Thought for the 

Month. 



Win Bishop Johns Pocket Prayers for Troubled Times 




Bishop John chatted with shoppers and traders as he handed out free copies 
of Pocket Prayers for Troubled Times, on the day officially dubbed ‘gloomy 
Monday’ (January 1 8th). 

The Bishop went on walk about with City Rector the Very Revd Bob Wilkes to talk 
about the economy and anything else on people’s minds to cheer them up. The 
Monday was officially named the gloomiest day of 2010, following research published 
in previous years to pinpoint the bleakest day in the calendar, based on the likelihood 
of unpaid bills, inclement weather and failed New Year’s resolutions. 

But the pocket prayer book aims to be a resource to help people cope with these 
and other hurdles in life. The prayers may not exactly echo what is going on within us 
but they may come close to doing so and enable us to pray more easily for ourselves. 

Moreover, it’s good to remember that it’s all right not to know what to say and that 
quiet listening, and attending to our “deep thoughts’’ is as important as speaking,’ 
writes Bishop John in his introduction. 

The Door has five copies of the book, published last month by 
Church House Publishing, to give away. Send your name and 
address to Pocket Prayers Competition, the Door, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The 
closing date for entries is Friday, 5 February, 2010. 

Pocket prayers - A special offer 

We have negotiated a special deal for Door readers on the 
popular Pocket Prayers series. Four titles are available for £5 
each (RRP £5.99): 

■ Pocket Prayers: the Classic Collection (compiled by Christopher Herbert) 

■ Pocket Prayers for Children (compiled by Christopher Herbert) 

■ Pocket Prayers for Commuters (compiled by Christopher Herbert) 

■ Pocket Prayers for Troubled Times (compiled by Christopher Herbert) 

You can buy these from Reception at DCH or online: www.oxford.anglican.org/pocketprayers or phone 01865 208200. There will be a 
small charge to cover postage. Don’t forget you can also order the leaflet Prayer: A Simple Guide free of charge. These can be collected 
from DCH or we can post them out to you. Contact Debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org on 01865 208225. 
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JOHN HlilTeHAKU 



In do pendent Examination of Annual 
Charily and P.G.C. accounts. 

Qualified Examiner available 
(Fellow of the Association of Charity 
InriepRnrlRnt txaminRrs). 

Modest fees. 

Generous time given. 

RrvU A. A. Clnmante. IrI: 01 257 27 

E-mail: fr_ala n@btlntemet.com 



FOR SALE 

Farrow & Ball lime wash, colour All 
White, for indoor or outdoor use. 

24 x 5 litre cans bought at £31 .50 each 
Offered at £25 per can. 

Contact Mrs. M. Bolton 01491 838939 




C )ak.s 
— O — 



J EWELLIidY 



J 

T 



Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 
Tel:01373 462069 



Visit our website today! 

w ww.fia k sc h ri sli a n j e wd 1 01y.cn. u k 




Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 



Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution, 

Thousands of ftymnr and wardtip sturgs. aU in 
and fcax, rao tty to ptoy flto mutleaf at tocii/UGOl 
ftnrhvterfrffl required. 



SiroSgN out o' Iho be- - ini? 

I lymnnl r us piny? over 
27FO tinclitlnnal hymns 
and modern wot&ip 
Sonya, euveirnyuvar 
tfOOfl hymn bonk wittRA 

Upgrade nl nny time, choosing from 00 
ng IlsI off mpHrinim odcliNnns 
Wan I aamelhing alaaVThe Hymntf Pfuaa&o 
ptays your own mp3 and liloi 

□raerynjs FRIT inrarncJlton pudt ludoy. 
rraampne: 0800 d43 0503 
Web" www hymnlochno^ogycom 

\0i" Hymn Technology Lit! 

WusdiipiHu^SukjtiLiui 



To advertise in The Door 
call Roy on 01752 225623 
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Advertising Feature 

Vacancies & 
Appointments 

With over 35,000 copies of the The Door 
distributed through churches in the Oxford 
Diocese, it makes it a great vehicle to 
advertise your vacancies in local churches. 

Other Christian and charitable organisations, including faith based 
schools and colleges, can also benefit from this targeted 
readership. 

The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers published through 
Cornerstone Vision. We can help take your message throughout 
Anglican Diocese in the South and East of the country. 

The Month, serves the Chelmsford Diocese; The Wey - Guildford; 
Pompey Chimes - Portsmouth; Sarum Link - Salisbury and the 
Rochester Link - Rochester. 

In addition Cornerstone also handles the advertising for the 
Southwark Bridge. 

To find out more telephone: 01752 225623 



KEYCHANGE I CHARITY 



Chief Executive, Salary £50K 

Keychange is a Christian charity working in two distinct areas of 
social need: providing homes for frail elderly people, and 
supported accommodation for young and vulnerable homeless 
people. 

With the retirement of our current Chief Executive in the summer of 
2010 we are looking for an inspirational and experienced leader to 
ensure the continuation and development of our work from our HQ 
based in London SE1 . Charity governance, business, 
communications and networking skills are essential. You will be a 
practising Christian, able to give strong support to faith activities. 

For an application pack please contact Chwee-Hong Lee (Mrs): 
chwee@keychange.org.uk 

To discuss the post, please contact: David Shafik, Chief Executive 
on 0207 633 0533 

Closing date: 5th March 2010, Interviews for shortlisted 
candidates: 18th March 2010 

It is a Genuine Occupational Requirement that the Chief Executive 
is a practising and committed Christian. Section 7 of the 
Employment Equality (Religion or Belief) Regulations 2003 applies. 

Registered Charity No: 1061344 



Bim 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 



Radio is on EPG 0147 

£146 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 



EWTN Q 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 



To advertise in The Door call Roy on 01752 225623 




Courses & special events 



WORKSHOP FOR PARISH 
MAGAZINE EDITORS: Saturday 6 
February at Diocesan Church House 
from 10am - 3.30pm. Cost £5 
(includes lunch). Contact Iris Lloyd 
on 01488 686372 for details and to 
book your place. Deadline for 
bookings is 29 January. 

CONTINUING MINISTERIAL 
DEVELOPMENT COURSES: 
Preparing for Confirmation - 

Wednesday 1 0 February at 
Diocesan Church House from 1 0am 
- 4pm. A CMD day reflecting on 
culture, young people’s experiences, 
rites of passage and discipleship. 



Leader: Ian Macdonald (Diocesan 
Youth Adviser). 

Everybody Welcome - Saturday 
13 February at Christ Church, 
Northcourt Road, Abingdon 0X14 
1 PL from 1 0am - 4pm. Look at the 
importance of the ministry of 
welcome. Consider your church’s 
visibility in the local community, your 
premises; the theology of welcome. 
Leader: Janet Russell (Parish 
Development Adviser for Berkshire). 
Further details and to book a place 
on either course email 
jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.org 

SPIRITUALITY: A five week course 



starting on 23 February in Milton 
Keynes. This course explores different 
approaches to prayer is part of the 
‘Learning for Discipleship and Ministry’ 
programme. Details available from 
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

WORSHIP: A five week course that 
will look particularly at Morning and 
Evening prayer and the Service of the 
Word, and will be of great benefit to all 
worship leaders and interested 
learners. This course begins on 25 
February and will run on Thursday 
evenings at St James Church Centre, 
Woodley. Details sheila.townsend@ 
oxford.anglican.org 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 1 1.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm Wednesday only Holy Communion; 6pm 
Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



Friday 12 February 



OXFORD: The Union Group open 
meeting. All welcome at 1 
Canterbury Road, North Oxford. 
Coffee at 1 2.30pm (bring your own 
lunch). 1 - 2pm ‘In Rome for the 
Vatican Council’ by Margaret Pauley. 
Details 01 865 243865. 

Monday 15 February 



ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church is 
planning a performance by young 
people of Noyes Fludde by Benjamin 
Britten during half term week. Adults 
are sought to help with support jobs 
and young people are sought to 
perform. Rehearsals and mask 
making on 1 5th, 1 6th, 1 8th and the 
performance on 1 9th. Details from 
susan.scott21 @btinternet.com 

Wednesday 17 February 



OXFORD: St Giles’ Church are 
holding a landmark exhibition until 
Good Friday (Mon - Fri 1 2 noon until 
2pm and 2pm until 5pm at 
weekends). Roger Wagner: The Book 
of Praises - illustrations to a new 
translation of the Second Book of 
Psalms. Details 01865 372498. 

HIGH WYCOMBE: All Saints 
Church. Explore the Easter story 
through words and images. There will 



be guided tours of the Stations of the 
Cross on Tuesdays at 1 1 .30am and 
Fridays at 1 .45pm. Each tour lasts 45 
minutes. Details: 

debbie.orriss@churcharmy.me.uk 

Thursday 18 February 



OXFORD: Retired Clergy 
Association meeting in the Priory 
Room at Christ Church Cathedral at 
1 0.30am. Details 01 865 88021 0. 

Friday 19 February 



ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church at 
7pm. Performance of Noyes Fludde 
by Benjamin Britten. Details 
susan. scott21 @btinternet.com 

Sunday 21 February 



COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church at 
6.30pm - 7pm. Lenten Compline. 

Thursday 25 February 



CHARLBURY: St Mary’s Church at 
8pm. Sandy Nairne, Director of the 
National Portrait Gallery, on ‘Does Art 
matter for Faith?’. Details from 
rosalind.scott@hotmail.co.uk 

Friday 26 February 



OXFORD: The Union Group open 
meeting. All welcome at 1 



Canterbury Road, North Oxford. 
Coffee at 1 2.30pm (bring your own 
lunch). 1 - 2pm ‘Paraguay - In the 
footsteps of the Jusuits’ by Martin and 
Ruth Conway. Details 01865 
243865. 

FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

Saturday 27 February 



CAVERSHAM: St John the Baptist 
Church at 7.30pm. A requiem service 
featuring music by Len David. Details 
www.achurchnearyou.com/caversham 
-st-john-the-baptist 

OXFORD: Study day at St 
Theosevia House, 2 Canterbury 
Road. An Ecumenical centre for 
Christian Spirituality in Oxford. ‘The 
Song of Songs in the early Fathers, in 
Music, and in a recent study’ from 
1 0.30am - 4pm. Cost £5. Details 
01865 310341. 

Sunday 28 February 



DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

Dorchester Abbey at 7pm. Praise@7. 
Informal worship followed by an 
introduction to Lent by the Bishop of 
Reading. Everyone welcome. Details 
01865 340007. 



Courses, training, conferences & workshops in February 2010 
The Doorpost is a free service for 
churches to advertise their events 
and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send 
your events to doorpost@oxford. 
anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the March 
2010 issue is 5 February. 

Thursday 4 February 



FREELAND: Drop in quiet day at the 
Old Parsonage from 1 0am - 4pm. No 
charge. Organised by members of the 
Third Order of the Society of St 
Frances. 



Monday 8 February 



OXFORD: The Council of Christians 
and Jews are holding a lecture on 
‘The phenomenon of Edith Stein’ by 
Rabbi James Baaden at Harris 
Manchester College, Mansfield Road 
at 8pm. Details 01 865 343309. 



Thursday 11 February 



NEWBURY: Organ recital at 1 .1 Opm 
in St Nicolas Church, Newbury. 

Details 01 18 940 3209. 



The Door post 
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77ie Son is a 
proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising 

newspaper which aims to put Jesus back at 
the centre of society. Written and presented in an easy to read 
tabloid style, based on the UK's biggest circulation newspapers, 

The Son is an ideal tool to reach friends, neighbours or groups. 

The Winter issue of The Son includes stories on Jamie Oliver, Beverley 
Trotman, Nigel Benn, Geovanni,Jon Bonjovi and many others. It's an 
ideal tool for outreach. Why not use The Son to reach your community? 



Order your copies today: by calling 
The Son hotline on 01752 225623 




Celebrating 60 years of 
retirement housing... 



With supported housing and nursing care, the Church of England Pensions 
Board provides security and peace of mind in retirement to those who 
have given their lives towards helping others in the name of Christ, 
including Clergy Widows and Licensed Lay Workers. 

We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 
much needed work. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 

The Church of England Pensions Board (CTP 12/09) 
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SW1P 3YS 
Tel: 020 7898 1800 
Web: www.cepb.org.uk/appeals 
Email: enquiries® cepb.c-of-e.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 236627 




Cranmer Hall, 
South Bailey, 
Durham DHi 3RJ 
www.cranmerhall.com 



tep Forwa 



Bishop lorn Wright 

"Young ordained leaders 
are crucial for the spread 
of the kingdom and the 
life of the church. 

I warmly 

encourage younger 
Anglicans to make 
use of 

'Step Forward’ 
as they seek to 
hear God's 
call for them." 



iking about ordained ministry in the Anglican ch 



r - Saturday 6 February 2010 



11 am to 4 pm (Refreshments from 10.30) 

SpeakenTom Wright, Bishop of Durham ^ 

CW Open to all aged 16 to 30 V 

fix V 

fv.j Workshops: from a range of speakers, pre- & post-ordination ^ 



No charge 
for 
the day. 
Lunch is 
provided 



To book a place, email Theresa Phillips on theresa.phillips(a)durham.ac.uk 
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Arts 



The country file 



Church: why people leave 



by Glyn Evans 



shaping Rural Ministry is a 
collection of essays which 
JL ^presents, in one volume, the 
thinking that has inhabited the rural 
church over the last 20 years. The 
chapters deal with the rural context, the 
work of the rural church, models of 
clerical and lay leadership and 
appropriate models of training for rural 
ministry. 

Those of us who work with rural and 
ministry issues will find much familiar 
territory, the value lies in it being 
collected under one cover, and in the 
way each chapter ends with a set of 
challenging questions to refresh and 
renew the reader. 

This book is accessible to a range of 
readers. Church decision makers will 
find information about the rural context 
which will help shape and inform their 
policies. New clergy tempted to a rural 
idyll will find the reality of a changing 
rural situation. Old hands will be re- 
energised and look for new approaches. 
Lay people looking for empowerment to 
be the church in a changing rural 
context will find much to encourage 
them. 

Trainers will be inspired to take the 
rural dimension more seriously in their 
planning. 



Re-shaping Rural Ministry 

Bell, Hopkinson and Willmott hwal ministry 
Canterbury Press; £14.99 rnurnc/u iwbpd> 




The occasional repetition of material 
simply reflects this potentially wide 
audience and allows the chapters to 
complement each other. 

However a serious gap lies in the 
failure to mention Rural Community 
Councils. Much is rightly made of the 
need for partnership with other agencies 
in responding to rural need. Models of 
community development, including 
community led planning, bread and 
butter issues for RCCs, are vitally 
important for future rural sustainability. 
The Church learns much from the work 
of RCCs when defining its mission 
strategies and goals. 

This book deserves to be widely read - 
it needs to be in the hands of rural, 
policy makers, local leaders (clerical and 
lay) and indeed every person in the pew. 
Its value is immense. 

Glyn Evans is Diocesan Rural Officer and 
the regional director of Farm Crisis 

Network. 



by Karen Gorham 

F or a number of years CWR organised 
a successful workshop called ‘Closing 
the Back Door of the Church’ and 
the book is based on this seminar. 

This book is for anyone interested in 
church growth and decline. It is easy to 
read, and in the second half seeks to give 
an overview of worldwide churches that 
have influenced church growth, including 
Saddleback Community Church, Willow 
Creek and Yoido Full Gospel Church in 
South Korea. 

It gives some vision for the future by 
considering Fresh Expressions and new 
ways of being church with some useful 
congregational questionnaires which can 
easily be adapted for church use. For me 
the most interesting section was the first 
half which contained an analysis of why 
people leave the church, this includes 
both personal and congregational 
reasons. 

This should provoke reflection for any 
discerning church leader, particularly 
when we put an emphasis on attracting 
people to church through ventures such 
as ‘Back to Church Sunday’ and often 
don’t spend too much time considering 
why people leave, hence the title of the 
book. 

The most frustrating thing about such a 
book is the complexity that many of the 
reasons some are attracted to the church 
turn out to be the things which turn 
others away. 



Closing the Back Door 

Ron Kallimer and Andy Peck 
CWR: £8.99 



COSING 



THE BACKDOOR 
OFTHE CHURCH 




From an Anglican viewpoint too little 
time was given in the book to why people 
belong to a particular church and what 
keeps them there. It is an interesting 
read, and offers some reflections, but left 
me with more questions than answers, 
which I suppose is not a bad thing. 

The Ven. Karen Gorham is Archdeacon of 

Buckingham. 




Big science has expelled smart new ideas from the classroom... What they forgot is that 
every generation has it's Rebel! That rebel, Ben Stein travels the world on his quest, and 
learns that educators and scientists are being ridiculed, denied tenure, and even fired - 
for believing that there might be evidence of 'design' in nature. Perhaps life is not just 
the result of accidental, random chance. In this often hilarious film Ben says "Enough" - 
And NOBODY messes with Ben! 

An expose of the first calibre, this movie gets to the heart of the issues. 

This UK version includes over 45 minutes of interviews not in the US version 

In a controversial new satirical documentary, author, former presidential speechwriter, economist, 
lawyer and actor Ben Stein travels the world, looking to some of the best scientific minds of our 
generation for the answer to the biggest question facing us today: 

Are we still free to disagree about the meaning of life? 

Or has the whole issue already been decided... 
while most of us weren’t looking? 

The debate over evolution is confusing and to some, bewildering: “Wasn’t this all settled years 
ago?” The answer to that question is equally troubling: “Yes... and no.” 




‘Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” looks to scientists on both sides 
of the issue... and reveals some truly shocking answers. 



RRP£J£9SF 



Buy your copy of “Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” 
from at the discounted price of just £1 0.97 

www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct/expelled or call us on 01782 

Purchasing Expelled from Cross Rhythms helps us reach the next generation with positive values 



£10.97 

+p&p 

251000 
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The Delights of 

Lake Garda 

Relax amongst the superb surroundings of 
Lago di Garda, Italy’s largest lake, with 
superb sightseeing opportunities just 
around the corner. 



HOLIDAY AT A GLANCE 

Day I Local departure by coach, then travel onwards overnight to Italy. 
Day 2 Early afternoon arrival on Lake Garda. Afternoon at leisure. D 
Day 3 Lake Garda. B.D 
Day 4 Venice. B,D 

Day 5 Bolzano and the Renon Pyramids. B.D 
Day 6 Verona. B,D 

Day 7 Free time on Lake Garda before your overnight journey north. B 
Day 8 To Calais and return home. 

Included Meals: B = Breakfast, D= Dinner 

YOUR HOTEL 



You will stay for five nights at the 3-star Hotel Bristol in Riva del 
Garda. The hotel has a restaurant, bar, lift and outdoor swimming 
pool. All bedrooms have T.V, telephone, hairdryer and safe 





Splendid views of the Grand Canal, Venice 



Enjoy a rehxing stroll by die shores 
of the tranquil fake 




Holiday Highlights 



* LAKE GARDA - spectacular views 
and charming villages 

* VENICE built on a myriad 
of islands 

* BOLZANO - peart of the Slid Tirol 

* RENON PYRAMIDS - famous 
earth Pyramids 

* VERONA - historic city 



WHAT'S INCLUDED 



* Excursions: Lake Garda; 
Verona 

5 nights' accommodation with 
breakfast & 5 evening meals 

FREE local joining points — 

call for full details 

• Travel by executive coach 



Upgrade to 



Silver Service 



.Silver 

Service 



for luxury coach travel and 
enjoy these added benefits 

* EXTRA legroom for your 
added comfort 

* Porterage at your hotel 
call for full detaiEs 




EXECUTIVE COACH Tour ref: SILK 



Apr 9 £299 



May 24 £359 



Sep 24 £359 
Oct 1 £339 



Silver Service Tour ref: silkv 



Ap 



■r 1 6 £389 



jul 5 



£479 



Prices are per person, based on two sharing. 

Extras: opbonal excursions; single i CKim sijppferriHni 
£99 



Take a relaxing boat trip around the tranquil shores of Lake Garda 



Hotel Bristol, Riva del Garda 



Call now to book 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. 




Ail holiday"! arp subjfSl to availability. Terfmsnd rnndit o". apply «r f “i il and rendition? r*n hp fbnrd on. t .alls may be rworderf for training purposes and yoi r protection 
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THB PIR.ECTOT5Y HOUl>AY«S 



Holidays at Home 



Holidays abroad 



SNOWDONIA 
NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside cottage 
in peaceful surroundings - glorious 
views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. Also 2 bedroom 
cottage style bungalow. 

Short Breaks available. 

01341450238 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



Call 01752 225623 
to advertise here 



MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 



High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, close 
to shops & restaurants, short 
drive to sandy beaches. 



Tel 01934 852718 
bookings@menorcanvilla.info 



France 

2 well appointed 6 berth mobile 
homes available to rent in St 
Jean de Monts, Vendee and La 
Foret-Fouesnant, Brittany. 
Very reasonable rates & possible 
discounted ferry fares. 

To find out what dates are still 
available give us a call on 
01225 754 892 



ftdas in ! 



in imiruslk surroumliii^ 
overlooking the Eai^lisli 
Riviera Up Use h\i : . Brunei 
Mjncir rtfttrs ibid hiilanoL: 
ol fun mid friendship 

with excellent food for truly 
wholesome spiritual and 
physical rest cmd relaxation. 



ALGARVE 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info @casa-o leander.co .uk 
w w w .casa-o leander.co .uk 



Insurance 






Directory 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



CORNWALL 

Bramble Cottage, Mousehole 

2 bedroom fisherman s cottage, 
magnificent views from all 
windows over Mousehole 
Harbour, Mounts Bay & The 
lizard Peninsula. On coastal 
path to Lamorna Cove etc 
For brochure 
call 01588 680316 



GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House Hotel 

Silver Award 

Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 

situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 

Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email : info @ cor nishholidayhomes .net 
www.cornishholiday homes .net 



Perfect Family Holidays 

On 5-star Littlesea Holiday Park at Weymouth 
- voted Best Holiday Park in UK 
Swimming pools, sports facilities, restaurant, 
bars, entertainment 

Some dates still available (not school holidays) 
For details call 07811 343335. 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www. wolstenhomes gq uk 



CYPRUS - PEYIA 

Near Paphos and Coral Bay 
Spacious Apartment 
Patio, BBQ, Dist Sea View, 
Communal Pool 
A/C & Heaters. 

Walk to Tavernas. 
Available all year 
www.myhideaway.co.uk 
01249 813729 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 

HURRY! PRICE INCREASE DUE SOON 



£20 OFF WITH THIS ADVERT. HURRY HURRY HURRY! 



After the snow at the start of the year there can be 
few of us who haven't already started to think about 
our summer break. For some the summer will be too 
far off and they'll be looking for something much 
more immediate. 

Some of the resorts on the Mediterranean attract 
visitors all the year around as even the winter climate 
is warmer than it is at home although for those who 
aren't so worried about hot days and beaches there 
is still much to do at home. 

Resorts are less crowded and off course off-season 
rates can be a great attraction. Walking holidays are 
great in the cooler days of springtime and there's 
always the delights of springtime flowers. 

With less crowds around there is always the 
opportunity to spot birds and wildlife as you walk 
around. If the weather does take a turn for the worse 
there are plenty of places still open to visit from 
Cathedrals to stately homes and ruins. 



For the evening there are plenty of places to eat and 
depending where you are visiting a show or a film. 

If you are looking more towards the summertime do 
phone your chosen hotel or guest house early to 
avoid disappointment as places do fill up. 

If you are travelling abroad, make sure that your 
passport is up to date, and will you need visas or any 
special vaccinations? If you start buying essentials to 
take with you it will save any last minute rush. 

If you take photographs (and there can be few of us 
who don't) do make sure that you have everything 
you need. 

Check out special offers on film or memory cards for 
your camera and do not forget to try it out in advance 
if it is a new camera to you. 

Whatever you do and wherever you plan to go, a bit 
of advanced planning will ensure a much more 
relaxed break. 



(O/i Brunei Manor 

H—1. Twqimf, IV-:- thji rj 



Health & Wholeness 

Mon 22nd - In 26ih Mar 
Led by Doug & Sue Barnett. 



Faster Houscparty 

Wai Msi Mar - Mtm bth Apr 
T.ed by lob n & lane Wibberiey. 



t: 01803 329333 

c: iiiluiV biunrlnu.ii'.ir.4.uni 

www. bru i id n tanor.L-m ii 



OBERAM MERGAIJ 

2010 

PASSION PI AY TOURS 

Places available August & September 2010 

www.nheram ruerjjaii .webs . cm n 
Ll-L 0S00 04 30 384 

CAMINO 



HAMPTON MANOR 

Cornish Country House Hotel 

In the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon. 

You still need a break in these turbulent times 
and we are delighted to offer high quality food 
and accommodation at an affordable price. 

Discounts for groups and longer stays, but 
even better value are our activity weeks - 
Bird Watching; Painting; Visiting Gardens; Walking 
Please ask fora brochure, programme etc. 

Phone 01579 370494 or email: 
hamptonmanor@supanet.com 

www.hamptonmanor.co.uk 



The/ Qlenbourne/ 



A comfortabCe hoteC in the popuCar 
ACum Chine area of 'Bournemouth. 

Near to the seafront with exceCCent bCuefCag 
beaches , bus stop right outside, parking, rooms 
for 1, 2, 3 or 4peopCe. ACC En-suite. Tea/ coffee 
facidties and tv /radio in each room . 
Convenient for Bournemouth, TooCe and many 
other attractions . HeasonabCe rates. 
PeCephone 01202 761607 

www.thegienboume.co.uk • info@tfwgknbourne.co.uk 



LYNTON DEVON 



lukrglbv^dtDthEtv^l eared hdiefy 



superb annual multi trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 



CAR 

HIRE 


For more information and 
details please call ~ 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 




0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.SA. 


n 
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Enjoy great views over Salzburg, including 
Hohensalzburg Fortress, perched high abo 1 



Austria 



8 Days from £299 



‘Sound of Music’ 

Enjoy wonderful mountain and Alpine 
views and see stunning sights, including 
Mozart's city, Salzburg; Innsbruck; 
Kitzbiihel and the Krirnml Falls. 



Holiday Highlights 






* ALPBACH - picture-postcard 



European 

Samner ValM I reafcs 



Your holiday at a glance 

Day I Local departure by coach then onwards through the night towards 
Austria. 

Day 2 Morning arrival in the Austrian Tyrol for a five-night stay. D 

Day 3 Alpbach and Rattenberg. B.D 

Day 4 Krirnml Falls and Kitzbiihel. B.D 

Day 5 Swarovski Crystal World and Innsbruck. B.D 

Day 6 Salzburg and Lake Mondsee. B,D 

Day 7 Free time to relax before commencing our overnight journey 
north. B 

Day 8 Arrive Calais, then return home. 

Included Meals: B= Breakfast, D= Dinner 

Your hotel 




Take in the beautiful, breathtaking scenery as 
you travel through Austria 



- KRIMML WATERFALLS - 

spectacular cascades and views 

* KITZBUHEL - internationally 
renowned resort 

* SWAROVSKI famous crystal 

* INNSBRUCK - Tyrolean capital 

* SALZBURG - ’Sound of Music’ city 



WHAT’S INCLUDED 



Excursions: Alpbach & Rattenberg; 
Salzburg 

5 nights' accommodation with 
breakfast & 5 evening meals 
FREE local joining points 
Travel by executive coach 




You 1 !! stay for five nights at a 3-star standard hotel or gasthof in the 
Austrian Tyrol. The hotel will have a restaurant and bar and will be 
conveniently located for our exciting excursion programme. Hotel details 
will be advised with your travel documents. 




c SilveH 

Service 



Upgrade to 



Silver Service 



for luxury coach travel and 
enjoy these added benefits 

* EXTRA legroom for your 
added comfort 

* Porterage at your hotel 




EXECUTIVE COACH Tour ref: 8 ASM 


May 28 £359 

Sep 20 £365 


Oct 1 £299 


Silver Service t 


bur ref: 8 AS MV 


Apr 16 £399 


Aug 23 £419 


jul 5 + 23 £419 





Prices are per per3on r based on two sharing. 

Extras optional excursions: single rttbrn sufifilemenl 
£49 




AH holidays ane subject to availability. Terms and mndiban apply- The lull terms and conditions can be found on our webyte. Gads may be recorded For training purposes and your protection 
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News 




Comment 

by Matt Freer 

Don't be left out 
in the cold 



W E love talking about the 

weather - and that weather 
has been leaving us all 
cold recently -just the way 
the climate talks in Copenhagen left 
many of us. The news from the climate 
summit was, shall we say, 
‘underwhelming’ . 

Last minute wrangling failed to 
deliver the agreement so many had 
hoped for. But, whilst disappointing, 
the news from Copenhagen doesn’t 
have to leave us out in the cold. Some 
progress was made and politicians will 
be having another crack at a deal in 
Mexico later this year - but what 
happens in the meantime? It is clear 
that we need to keep pushing for 
deeper progress on abating climate 
change globally in 2010. But if global 
talks teach us anything it is that we also 
need to be looking locally at what we 
can do here in the UK. 

The insight of the gospels is that faith 
must be incarnated, made real in the 
here and now - and that it concerns our 
relationship with the whole creation. 
There is often far too much talk in 
religion, just as there is far too much 
talk among politicians. Now talking can 
be good - but we also need to live the 
stuff we say. Only then can we become 
people who can genuinely encourage 
others. 

The good news is that we don’t need 
to wait for the global deal to be talked 
through. We are free to incarnate what 
we believe to be the right thing here 
and now. Tens of thousands of people, 
businesses and organisations have 
already pledged to cut their carbon 
emissions by 10% in 2010. If hundreds 
of thousands of us actually did that, it 
could really shake things up globally, as 
well as locally. There’s more 
information about how to sign up to 
cut your emissions on the new 
environment section of diocesan 
website at 

www.oxford.anglican.org/ environment 
Have a look! And join us for the 
Living Hope: Green Churches 8c Green 
Schools conference on 6th March in Gt 
Missenden to explore this and other 
practical ways to respond to climate 
change. 




■ 



Will your church be taking part in the Big Brew during Fairtrade Fortnight (22 February to 
March 7)? See page three for more details. 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

For dust though art and unto dust though 
shalt return. Genesis 3: 19. 

W ith these solemn words the 
minister marks the forehead of 
the penitent with ash - often the 
burnt embers of last year’s palm crosses. 
And so Ash Wednesday gets its name, and 
in this dramatic way the Church’s greatest 
penitential season gets under way. 

Candlemas, the conclusion of the 
season of the incarnation, looked 
forward from the birth of Jesus with joy 
but also solemnity. The Saviour would 
deliver his people, but at a cost - a cost as 
yet unknown. Now, as Lent begins, that 
note of solemnity becomes ever stronger. 
If we are truly to experience the joy of 
Easter, then we must first experience 
something of what it means to ‘take up 
the cross’. 

Ash Wednesday (February 17 this year) 
is the penitential peak of the Christian 
year. In preparation for the observance 
of Lent, Christians are called to 
acknowledge their sins, to repent them 
and to set their wills and hearts on the 
amendment of their lives. Repentance is 
probably not the most popular practice 
for most of us. We would prefer to 
concentrate on the blessings of faith, its 
security, joy and confidence, rather than 
face the fact that we are moral failures. 
Yet it is only when we recognise our need 
of forgiveness that we can receive it. 



The word for ‘repentance’ in the 
Greek of the New Testament is metanoia. 
It literally means a complete ‘change of 
mind’ - a transformation of our outlook 
on things. Instead of arguing our 
innocence (’it wasn’t my fault ... I 
couldn’t help it’) we simply agree with 
God. We were wrong. 

We sinned. And now we seek 
forgiveness and a fresh start. Far from 
being a negative process, repentance is 
simply another word for conversion: the 
life turned round. Ash Wednesday invites 
us to recognise our need, turn afresh to 
Christ and have our lives turned around. 
Seen in that way, it is one of the most life- 
enhancing occasions in the Christian 
year! 

Traditionally the day before Lent - 
Shrove Tuesday - was the last day of 
feasting and indulgence before the 
Lenten fast closed in. In Britain we used 
to eat pancakes to use up all the 
indulgent ingredients which we might 
have been tempted to consume during 
Lent. Today we keep the pancakes, but 
largely ignore the fast which should 
follow, because it sounds a bit 
unattractive. 

But to recognise that we are creatures 
of earth - ‘dust’ - and need to be brought 
into new life by the Spirit of God, to face 
reality and act on what we see: that, 
surely, is life-affirming, positive and 
enriching. 

Canon David Winter is a farmer Dicoesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, farmer BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Competition Winners 

Marcelle Williams from Wokingham 
was the winner of the competition 
featured in the January issue of The 
Door and has won The Lion 
Storyteller Bible. Barbara Alderson 
from Oxford, Lilian Curnow from 
Deddington and Mrs Noon from 
Olney were the runner up winners 
and have all won copies of CWR’s 
Activity Bible. 



& comment 



IN BRIEF 



Church improvements provide better 
community facility 

A £1 75,000 Landfill Communities Fund 
grant helped pay for improvements to help 
make SS Mary and Edburga Church, 
Stratton Audley, a facility for the whole 
community. 

The pews were removed and a new 
stone floor, with under-floor heating, was 
fitted. 

The church has bought 100 new chairs 
to replace the pews. A toilet, kitchen 
facilities disabled access and a loop 
hearing facility were fitted. 

As well as the grant, the scheme was 
funded by individuals sponsoring chairs and 
and community funding. 

The church is particularly important in 
Stratton Audley, as the village does not 
have a community hall. 

A village tea party on Sunday 24 January 
celebrated the completion of the work. 



Contemporary art exhibition 

AN exhibition of art by Paul Hobbs is set to 
take place at St Thomas’ Church, Goring in 
March. 

Paul has displayed his work in galleries, 
schools, churches and cathedrals across 
Britain. He makes both celebratory abstract 
painting and paintings and sculpture that 
consider contemporary social issues in the 
light of Biblical values. See 
www.arthobbs.com for further information. 

The exhibition takes place from Sunday 7 
March to Friday, 1 2 March. 

Paul is available for exclusive, conducted 
presentations of his works. 

For more information contact the vicar, 
Mark Blarney on 

mark.blamey@mailclear.co.uk or 01491 
872196. 



Homelessness Sunday 

THE annual Homelessness Sunday 
Evensong at St Giles, Oxford, takes place 
on Sunday 31 January at 6.30pm. 

There will be a display of art work in the 
church and readings from the homeless 
community. 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Jeremy Brooks will take up 
post as Team Rector at Beaconsfield, 
Amersham; The Revd Paul Mansell will 
take up post as Vicar at Forest Edge, 
Chipping Norton; The Revd Jeremy 
Tear will take up post as Community 
Associate Priest at Caversham St John 
with Caversham St Peter and 
Mapledurham St Margaret; The Rt Revd 
Henry Scriven has been appointed an 
Honorary Assistant Bishop; The Revd 
Michelle Morton has resigned from her 
post as Priest in Charge at Stewkley, 
Soulbury and Drayton Parlsow; The 
Revd Mark Charmley has resigned from 
his post as Priest in Charge at Banbury St 
Leonard. The following have been given 
permission to officiate: The Revd Tim 
Perry; The Revd Rosie Ward; The 
Revd Robert Prance; The Revd 
Canon Roger Humphreys; The Revd 
Maggie Durran. We recall with sadness 
the death of The Revd Herbert 
Cowdrey from Oxford. 






theDoor FEBRUARY 2010 



20 



God in the life of. . . 




Amy Merone talks to Jo 
Duckies about the link 
between her faith and her 
social justice work. 

S houting into a megaphone, 
urging passers-by to take action 
on climate change in central 
Oxford on a busy Saturday in 
October made it obvious Amy 
Merone is passionate about social justice. 

Amy had secured Oxford East MP 
Andrew Smith along with other local 
dignitaries and activists for a peaceful 
campaigning event outside St Michael in 
the North gate, as part of an international 
call for action on poverty and climate 
change. 

As Christian Aid’s regional campaigns 
and media co-ordinator, Amy covers 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire, 

Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire and 
Hertfordshire, liaising with volunteers 
including many from churches in our 
Diocese. A journalism graduate, Amy 
decided a career chasing gritty, 
sensational news stories wasn’t for her 
and felt strongly she wanted to make a 
difference. 

After university she spent six months 
volunteering in Kenya and South Africa 
before moving to Manchester, where she 
completed a campaigns internship with 
Oxfam, as well as volunteering for an HIV 
charity, providing community support 
for a woman with HIV. 

But it was a year’s VSO placement in 
Nigeria that really inspired her.. She says: 
‘I was placed in an HIV clinic, working 
with a Catholic organisation, the 
Daughters of Charity. I was living and 
working with nuns, delivering peer 
education programmes, training young 
people to teach other young people 
about HIV and sexual health and 
running a community resource centre. 

4 1 have never found it possible to 
separate my work from my life and I have 



always wanted to do something where I 
could put my faith into action, fighting 
inequality,’ she says. 

She moved to Oxford to work for an 
HIV charity, but a year later saw an advert 
for the Christian Aid job and felt strongly 
that was where she was supposed to be. 

‘I am constantly amazed by the way that 
local communities support Christian Aid. 
Every year during Christian Aid Week our 
organisers and collectors work tirelessly 
to raise money for the work of Christian 
Aid around the world. Many of our 
organisers have been volunteering for 
years and are so committed to the cause.’ 

Amy grew up in a Methodist family in 
Southport. ‘Growing up I don’t think I 
consciously thought about my faith. 
Going to church was a bit like going to 



school. As I got older I fell away from 
everything other than the Sunday service 
and at university, although I had some 
Christian friends, I didn’t go to church. 

‘I always retained a core belief in God, 
but never felt I had a comfortable way of 
expressing it. When I went to Nigeria, 
suddenly faith was everywhere. I was very 
close to the sisters and enjoyed chatting 
to them about their beliefs and thinking 
more about my own faith.’ 

She described one particularly 
poignant experience, when she became 
friends with a young woman called Faith 
who travelled hundreds of kilometres to 
the clinic for HIV treatment. Amy says: 
‘Faith came to us very late in terms of 
how far the virus had progressed in her 
body. Although she couldn’t speak a lot 



of English, we became friends. I was not 
with her for long before she died and I 
remember her looking up, beyond the 
ceiling. It was as though she was looking 
at something we couldn’t see. I have 
always believed that she was going to be 
with God. I may have questioned 
everything else about my beliefs, but I 
have never questioned that. Faith has had 
a big impact on my life. Her memory 
pushes me on.’ 

When she moved to Oxford, Amy 
thought deeply about her own faith and 
tried several churches, but still didn’t find 
one she felt was right for her. Then a 
Christian Aid event was held at the 
Quaker Meeting House in St Giles, with 
Bishop John in April last year. 

‘I got chatting to the warden and 
started asking questions. It seems like a 
cliche but it all started to make sense in 
terms of what I believe. Quakers focus on 
there being something of God in 
everyone, and on putting your faith into 
action,’ she says. 

‘I felt an immediate sense of peace. 
Until then I’d constantly been thinking 
about my beliefs and the right way of 
expressing them. I’m still very new to 
Quakerism and there is a lot that I have 
only just started to learn about. 

‘I’ve often worried about other people 
and their reactions to my faith, but I’m 
trying not to worry so much about what 
other people think and instead recognise 
that what’s most important is my own 
personal relationship with God.’ 



ONLINE 



To find out more about Christian and 
ways to get involved visit 

www.christianaid.org.uk or call 01865 
246818. 

For more information about the other 
charities Amy supports see: 

www.cityofsanctuary.org 

www.refugeeresource.org 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 



www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 






We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 



www, pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842582 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www. tay lo rsof oxf o rd.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




Quality bespoke church furniture 
makers from concept to delivery. 
Single items to complete re-orders. 

The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR 
Telephone & Fax: 01934 618111 
Email: info (gfullersfinerfurniture.co .uk 
www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 










